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This dossier provides essential documentation on the criminal proceedings, media reporting and 

reactions on social networks in relation to two cases of sexual violence within the Republic of Serbia 

(hereinafter: Serbia). The first case concerns the testimonies of Danijela Stajnfeld related to the 

crime of rape committed by Branislav Lecic. The second case concerns the potential sexual 

exploitation of women and girls by Dragan Markovic, the Mayor of Jagodina. In the first case, the 

files analysed were limited to the time period from September 2020 to the beginning of August 

2021. The documentation of the second case is limited to the time period from April 2021 to July 

2021. The first part of this dossier provides the social and political background of these two sexual 

violence and exploitation cases. The dossier further provides basic information on these two cases 

in relation to legal proceedings, media reporting and comments on social media. Finally, 

recommendations for further steps in legal proceedings and media reporting will be offered. 

 

The sociopolitical context of public discourse on sexual violence in the Republic of Serbia 

 

Since March 2018, there has been a change in public speech about sexual violence in Serbia, as a 

result of numerous women publicly sharing their testimonies about surviving sexual violence and 

harassment.  

Such an example was the case of sexual violence suffered by Marija Lukic by her former superior 

Milutin Jelicic. Marija Lukic filed a criminal complaint with the Basic Public Prosecutor's Office 

in Brus, enclosing a part of the documented sexual harassment. This was the first case to show how 

public pressure and continued feminist protests can lead to the legal punishment of the abuser. After 

a temporary silence after the Lukic case, from September 2020 and onwards, several women came 

out publically and testified about their experiences of sexual violence within educational and 



 

 

scientific institutions, perpetrated by politicians as well as other influential men. Two women from 

the movie industry made public accusations. Danijela Stajnfeld revealed in her documentary "Hold 

Me Right" that she was raped by a man from the film industry. Besides her, the other most well-

known actress was Milena Radulovic, who in January 2021 issued a public statement about 

surviving sexual violence, where she named her rapist – her former acting professor Miroslav 

Aleksic. Milena Radulovic was soon joined by other actresses who testified that, as minors, they 

were also abused by Aleksic. In July 2021, Miroslav Aleksic was indicted. He was charged with 

two criminal acts of rape in prolonged duration, two criminal acts of rape, one extended criminal 

offense of illegal sexual acts and four criminal acts of illegal sexual acts, to the detriment of seven 

injured parties. 

The testimonies of the actresses encouraged female students at the Faculty of Dramatic Arts in 

Belgrade to also react and they began reporting sexual violence and harassment by professors of 

the mentioned faculty. This lead to the establishment of a special platform for anonymous reports 

and providing support to victims. This was followed by similar reactions at other faculties 

throughout the country, but also throughout the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina as well. 

In June 2021, anonymous testimonies of former students of the Petnica Research Station about 

sexual violence within this institution became public, where the first case that was recorded dates 

back to 1993. The institution's management admitted that they had information about the sexual 

abuse of girls within IS Petnica, but they took the first legal measures only in July 2021, and it 

seems that was due to public pressure that arose after the former participants made public 

accusations. The accused Branislav Savic – Savan was questioned as a citizen, and the police found 

about a hundred explicit photos of female students in his apartment. According to official data, the 

director of IS Petnica, Nikola Bozic, resigned from the position of the Director of this institution. 

The aforementioned second case that appeared in Serbian media involved the Mayor of Jagodina 

(Dragan Markovic), who is also a member of the Serbian parliament, and who was accused of sexual 

exploitation and trafficking of women and underage girls by opposition party member Marinika 

Tepic. 

What all these cases have in common is that they surfaced in public thanks to women's willingness 

to talk about sexual violence and exploitation, despite systemic misogyny reflected in the 

relativization of violence and/or the explicit denial of women's testimonies. 

On the other hand, what distinguishes these cases is the noticeable inconsistency in legal 

proceedings. In cases where the accused are politicians – either from the opposition or the ruling 

party – there is an abuse of a political position, intimidation of witnesses and inadequate 

investigation of the prosecution. It should be emphasized that the legal prosecution of male 



 

 

violence, especially sexual violence, generally faces obstructions, but at the same time we must 

keep in mind that in cases where the accused are politicians there is a specific component by which 

sexual violence is distorted and manipulated to preserve the political party’s legitimacy and to avoid 

party conflicts. This, in turn, means that the victim is exposed not only to the already known 

mechanisms of re-traumatization, but to political instrumentalization, as well.  

 

1. Case of sexual violence: Testimony of Danijela Stajnfeld about the criminal 

offense of rape by Branislav Lecic 

 

 

  1.a. Chronological overview of events 

In September 2020, Danijela Stajnfeld revealed in her documentary "Hold Me Right" that she was 

raped by a man from the film industry. Although she did not want to file a criminal complaint, an 

investigation was initiated at the initiative of the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in Belgrade.  

Danijela Stajnfeld was questioned at the end of September 2020. On that occasion, she asked the 

prosecution to guarantee her protection, security and privacy in order to reveal the name of the 

perpetrator, which the prosecution did not accept.  

In a statement to the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in November, she claimed that actor 

Branislav Lecic raped her on May 7th, 2012. The criminal charges against Branislav Lecic were in 

the pre-investigation phase of the procedure until July 2021, when the Prosecutor's Office issued a 

decision rejecting the criminal charges against the actor and politician Branislav Lecic. Danijela  

Stajnfeld's lawyer filed an objection to the decision of the Prosecutor's Office, which was rejected 

by the Deputy Appellate Prosecutor on August 8th, 2021. The Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in 

Belgrade announced on July 13th that "there are no grounds for suspicion that the said crime was 

committed, or any other crime for which prosecution is undertaken ex officio." On August 3rd, the 

Deputy Appellate Prosecutor confirmed the decision of the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office. It is 

important to keep in mind that during this period, Danijela Stajnfeld's lawyer had to file an 

objection, and after that, the Appellate Prosecutor's Office was able to react. Danijela Stajnfeld 

submitted to the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office medical documentation on the continuous 

psychological therapy of the trauma of sexual violence, a recording of Branislav Lecic confessing 

that he had raped her, and she also proposed several witnesses who were not questioned. Although 

Danijela Stajnfeld's lawyer stated that it was necessary to examine the proposed witnesses, the 

Deputy Appellate Prosecutor refused to do so. A Constitutional Complaint is currently being 

prepared, which will cover all the above-mentioned irregularities that have accompanied this case. 



 

 

It is worth reminding that Danijela Štajnfeld is not the only victim, and that there are anonymous 

victims who couldn't appear in public, due to fear and all negative aspects that followed this case, 

which will be discussed in more detail below. 

 

1.2. Media as an agent of dehumanization of the victim 

 

Inadequate media coverage can affect public opinion, as well as the case itself, which was true in 

the pre-investigation procedure up until July 2021. That is how Branislav Lecic, who is accused of 

rape, embodied the role of a victim in the media. On the other hand, media accused Danijela 

Stajnfeld that she lied about Branislav Lecic raping her, because she was bribed by the "Bosnian-

Albanian lobby" which has a certain power in Hollywood. Pro-regime television stations with 

national frequencies, such as Happy TV, also relativized the entire case, in a way where host Jovana 

Jeremić, in several of her morning programs, stated that Danijela Stajnfeld was paid by the Bosnian-

Albanian lobby financed by Hollywood to create an image of Serbs as rapists1. Commenting on the 

statements in the New York Times, journalist Vesna Da Vinca "clarified" that this media supports 

the agenda of the new world order with the goal of separating men and women, within which 

Stajnfeld consciously participated2. In all the above examples of media reporting, nationalism was 

used for the purpose of creating “another enemy”3. In this sense, nationalist discourse served the 

purpose of justifying distrust in the victim's testimony. 

Furthermore, negative narratives were further perpetuated on front pages of some newspapers, such 

as the Serbian Telegraph where the headline read: "Danijela received 30,000 Euros to accuse Lecic." 

These claims were later denied4, although the damage was already done by the fact that this 

information had been printed and reached the public. At the same time, the newspaper Alo contained 

headlines such as "Who hatched the Lečić affair”.5 In addition to unverified information related to 

bribery being the incentive, Danijela Stajnfeld was painted as a woman who already has made false 

accusations of rape in the past. Such articles were also redacted but as already mentioned, the 

                                                 
1https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EJyVnciXms viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zu4wJz4ggeg viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OB700v75zgo viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EJyVnciXms viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
2https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qewDF3vCFVc viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
3https://www.kurir.rs/zabava/pop-kultura/3723001/danijela-stajnfeld-amerika-srbijaviewed 01. 08. 2021. 
at 1: 45 pm 
4https://www.republika.rs/vesti/tema-dana/268796/danijela-stajnfeld-nije-uzela-30000-evra-kako-bi-optuzila-

branislava-lecica-za-silovanje viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
5https://www.alo.rs/vesti/politika/ko-je-u-stvari-pakovao-aferu-lecic/399497/vest  viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 
1: 45 pm 
https://informer.rs/sudbine/vesti/596019/branislav-lecic-danijela-stajnfeld viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EJyVnciXms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zu4wJz4ggeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OB700v75zgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EJyVnciXms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qewDF3vCFVc
https://www.kurir.rs/zabava/pop-kultura/3723001/danijela-stajnfeld-amerika-srbija
https://www.republika.rs/vesti/tema-dana/268796/danijela-stajnfeld-nije-uzela-30000-evra-kako-bi-optuzila-branislava-lecica-za-silovanje
https://www.republika.rs/vesti/tema-dana/268796/danijela-stajnfeld-nije-uzela-30000-evra-kako-bi-optuzila-branislava-lecica-za-silovanje
https://www.alo.rs/vesti/politika/ko-je-u-stvari-pakovao-aferu-lecic/399497/vest
https://informer.rs/sudbine/vesti/596019/branislav-lecic-danijela-stajnfeld


 

 

damage was done by placing misinformation in the public.6 Serbian media had also falsely linked 

her to pornographic sites, with the goal of extreme social stigmatization.7 Ultimately, media reports 

downplayed violence, or expressed complete distrust in the victim's testimony.8 Articles published 

on media portals presented in this dossier, in a very direct way, accused Danijela Stajnfeld of lying 

and presented her testimony about sexual violence as unbelievable. Unfounded speculations were 

published which were presented as verified facts, and Danijela Stajnfeld's behavior and statements 

were dissected. In this way, there was a manipulation of public opinion that denied violence and 

sought to completely humiliate the victim.9 Also, the violence perpetrated was justified by the 

personal characteristics of the perpetrator, or interlocutors’ statements that were irrelevant to the 

act of violence.10 

                                                 
6https://objektiv.rs/vest/688234/isplivali-novi-dokazi-ko-je-sve-silovao-danijelu-stajnfeld-optuzila-je-jos-
jednog-muskarca/ viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
7https://objektiv.rs/vest/572247/skandal-danijela-stajnfeld-osvanula-na-sajtu-za-odrasle-isplivale-vrele-
scene-u-americkom-filmu-video/  viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.republika.rs/zabava/estrada/268259/danijela-stajnfeld-osvanula-pornografskom-sajtu-nakon-
skandala-lecicem-pojavile-slike-filma-samo-kes kasnije demantovano viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.republika.rs/vesti/tema-dana/268375/sudjenje-zrtvi-medijski-linc-danijele-
stajnfeld https://www.novosti.rs/scena/poznati/979575/skandal-isplivao-eksplicitan-snimak-danijele-
stajnfeld-video viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pmhttps://www.kurir.rs/zabava/pop-kultura/3689431/danijela-
stajnfeld-golisava viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
8https://objektiv.rs/vest/572247/skandal-danijela-stajnfeld-osvanula-na-sajtu-za-odrasle-isplivale-vrele-
scene-u-americkom-filmu-video/ viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.republika.rs/zabava/estrada/268259/danijela-stajnfeld-osvanula-pornografskom-sajtu-nakon-
skandala-lecicem-pojavile-slike-filma-samo-kes kasnije demantovano viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.republika.rs/vesti/tema-dana/268375/sudjenje-zrtvi-medijski-linc-danijele-stajnfeld viewed 
01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.alo.rs/vesti/politika/ko-je-u-stvari-pakovao-aferu-lecic/399497/vest  viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 
45 pm 
https://informer.rs/sudbine/vesti/596019/branislav-lecic-danijela-stajnfeld viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
9 https://www.novosti.rs/vesti/drustvo/1012245/otkrivamo-danijela-stajnfeld-prepravila-materijal-
dokumentarnog-filma-zaceli-foto-video 
https://www.novosti.rs/vesti/drustvo/1010598/ljubi-deni-dokazi-pobijaju-nove-tvrdnje-danijele-stajnfeld-
dogadjajima-7-maja-2012 
https://www.novosti.rs/vesti/drustvo/1004224/otkrivamo-intrigantne-detalje-slucaja-stajnfeld-lecic viewed 
01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
10https://www.novosti.rs/scena/poznati/977916/eva-ras-podrzala-lecica-glumica-ovim-recima-stala-stranu-
prijatelja viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.novosti.rs/scena/poznati/986328/mima-karadzic-branislavu-lecicu-daj-boze-sve-ovo-zavrsi-
znam-leku-30-godina viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.novosti.rs/vesti/drustvo/977889/lane-gutovic-lecicu-optuzbe-silovanje-postala-moda-imam-
lepo-misljenje-njemu viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.blic.rs/sudbine/branislav-lecic-danijela-stajnfeld-silovanje-optuzbe-lane-
gutovic/rv68lvy viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.pulsonline.rs/aktuelno/lane-gutovic-stao-u-odbranu-branislava-lecica-on-nikad-nije-bio-u-
situaciji-da-otima/sd3fhr6 viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.novosti.rs/scena/poznati/977916/eva-ras-podrzala-lecica-glumica-ovim-recima-stala-stranu-
prijatelja viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
https://www.srbijadanas.com/vip/vip/enver-petrovci-branislav-lecic-optuzbe-silovanje-merima-isakovic-
danijela-stajnfeld-2021-04-08 viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
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Media reports were sensationalist, regardless of the consequences that sensationalist reporting can 

have on victims of sexual violence.11 Revealing identities, presenting information about other 

family members, inviting family members to make statements were all ways in which the media 

reported irresponsibly, unprofessionally and sensationally.12 By reporting in this way, the media 

created such an atmosphere in which society in general began to believe that she had brought the 

violence on to herself, that she is guilty, and that something is wrong with her, thus reducing public 

support. In the Serbian media, it was perceived that Danijela Stajnfeld was being dehumanized, that 

the case was being relativized, that all ways of discrediting her as a person were being utilized. 

All this led to the justification of violence which Danijela Stajnfeld suffered – newspaper articles 

and social media comments openly and directly called for violence: such as calls for rape, and 

murder.  

 

Evidence of invasive media behavior can also be found in the fact that the Serbian media portal 

Novosti committed the crime of Unauthorized Collection of Personal Data under Article 146 of the 

Criminal Code of the Republic of Serbia, which in this case was perpetrated by the Novosti portal, 

which illegally accessed data on Danijela Stajnfeld’s Google Drive. The portal stole intellectual 

property and infringed copyright laws by downloading the movie “Hold Me Right” by the American 

company Hold Me Right LLC. The confession of the crime can be found online on the Novosti 

portal.13 In this way, the law on Copyright and Related Rights was violated.14 In these cases, the 

media primarily violated the Law on Public Information15, the Law on Copyright and Related 

Rights, the Criminal Code, and the Anti-Discrimination Law.16 

 

 

 

1.3. Hate speech in comments on social networks 

 

                                                 
11https://www.novosti.rs/vesti/drustvo/1004224/otkrivamo-intrigantne-detalje-slucaja-stajnfeld-lecic  
viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
12https://www.srbijadanas.com/vip/vip/branislav-lecic-danijela-stajnfeld-optuzbe-silovanje-zlostavljanje-
sud-zrtve-2021-04-02 viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
13https://www.novosti.rs/vesti/drustvo/1012245/otkrivamo-danijela-stajnfeld-prepravila-materijal-
dokumentarnog-filma-zaceli-foto-video viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
14https://www.paragraf.rs/propisi/zakon_o_autorskom_i_srodnim_pravima.html viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45  
15  Article 2, which defines, among other things, the role of the media in "enabling the free development of the 
individual" as well as Article 15, which refers to "true, impartial, timely and complete information of all citizens 
of the Republic of Serbia." 
16Article 11, which refers to hate speech and states, inter alia, that "It is prohibited to express ideas, 
information and opinions that incite discrimination, hatred or violence against a person or group of persons on 
the grounds of their personal characteristics, in the media." 
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This section of the dossier reviews comments on social networks that express hate speech towards 

women, organizing the types of comments into several categories. The categories are divided 

according to specific form of violence based on the content of the comments, although some of the 

comments can be found in several categories as they point to multiple forms of violence and/or 

discrimination. According to this, the comments are categorized into: 

1. Misogynistic insults 

1 (a) A subcategory that refers to pornography and prostitution 

2. Switching the subject into insults of "foreign mercenaries" 

3. Anti-Semitism 

4. Nationalism 

5. Not believing the victims  

6. Blaming the victim 

7. Directly calling for violence 

 

Categorization Examples Notes 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

 

[On your mother,] I’d shove it into 

that whore 

“On your mother” meaning to 

swear on one’s mother, which 

could be translated to the 

colloquial “in all honesty”  

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

1 (a) within this category 

there is a subcategory  that 

refers to pornography and 

prostitution 

 

5. Comments that create a 

narrative about distrust of 

victims and denial of 

violence 

 

Just look at her newest post on 

@spirituallyhorny to see who you 

are defending and what a “rape 

victim” fetishizes. Sick, bizarre, she 

should go to the torture chamber, not 

him.  

 



 

 

2.Comments that create a 

narrative about "foreign 

mercenaries" 

 

 

 

3. Comments expressing 

anti-Semitism 

 

Someone who wants to gain fame 

through scandals. It’s well known 

that America protects Jews and that 

everywhere on earth, they are 

multiplying with their own to avoid 

distributing their wealth. The mom 

and sister immediately went to 

Jerusalem to the father. Have you 

looked back at what she does in New 

York, while snorting lines she has sex 

with one or two men, all the while 

watching animals while doing it. 

WHAT WOULD YOU CALL THAT 

AND IS THE PERSON 

CONCERNED COMPETENT TO 

JUDGE SOMEONE FOR 

ANYTHING. IF IT WAS TRUE 

THEN WHY DID SHE NOT 

CONFRONT HIM face-to-face 

immediately after the rape when 

allegedly 4 hours after she continued 

filming with him. HOW WAS SHE 

NOT AFRAID THAT HE WOULD 

RAPE HER AGAIN, I ASK MYSELF 

[laughing emoticon]. Funny and 

hilarious, Chifuts’ business.  

The first sentence starts this way 

because it is in response to an 

earlier comment.  

 

Chifut: insult against Jewish 

people, insinuating scrounging 

for money. 

2. Comments that create a 

narrative about "foreign 

mercenaries" 

4. Comments expressing 

nationalism 

5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

 

Shame on you, you want to be seen 

as a victim. Lowlife. Your poor 

mother, you slut. All these years after 

the “rape”, now you remember. 

Stinking whore. You want to destroy 

the nation. You’re a shame to 

Serbia!!!!  

 



 

 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

1 (a) within this category 

there is a subcategory  that 

refers to pornography and 

prostitution 

 

5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

And while Leka was paying her she 

was quiet… you unkempt scum!!!! 

Leka: nickname for Lečić 

3. Comments expressing 

anti-Semitism 

[Israeli flag, “money hungry/greed” 

emoticon with dollar bills as an eye 

and tongue, dollar sign, Israeli flag] 

 

[3 Israeli flags] 

Two separate comments on two 

separate photos 

3. Comments expressing 

anti-Semitism 

When the surname is Stajnfeld then 

it’s no wonder that she’s accusing 

him. 

 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic 

insults  

6. Comments blaming the 

victim for the act of 

violence 

7. Comments directly 

calling for violence 

 

 

 

Show us your mindža (cunt). 

 

You should only get raped in the ass, 

you wretch.  

 

You should be getting pounded only 

in the ass. 

 

And then Satan’s to blame when 

maniac Leka fucks you [laughing 

emoticon] 

Four separate comments on 

three separate photos. 

 

Mindža: a derogatory word for 

vagina in the Roma language, 

the equivalent of “cunt”. In this 

context, the author intentionally 

used the Roma word for “cunt” 

so as to give the comment an 

added racial connotation linked 

to Roma communities, therefore 

for it to be an even greater 

insult.  

 

Additional note: there is a 

comment from the same person 

that was not highlighted, 

however, it is a comment on a 

photo with a dog in it, and the 

comment states “What, the dog 

raped you too?” 



 

 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

Hey little slut, go suck Lecic’s dick  

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

Hey you splacinjaro (pig feed), why 

are you getting so worked up you 

whore 

Food scraps: an imperfect 

translation for the word 

“splacinjaro,“ a slang word 

derived from “splačina“, which 

translates to “food scraps” or 

“pig feed”.  

5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

6. Comments blaming the 

victim for the act of 

violence 

Just to tell you that it’s good he 

raped you because you deserved it 

 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

You’re an ordinary whore 

 

You’re an ordinary lowlife 

Two separate private messages 

in response to two separate 

photos.  

Suffix added to the word 

“whore” to imply a larger 

magnitude of “whore” than 

usual. 

5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

A really defective way to get the 

media’s attention 

 

You’re an ordinary whore 

Suffix added to the word 

“whore” to imply a larger 

magnitude of “whore” than 

usual. 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

Pretty lady, head high, everything 

will pass and you’ll come out on 

top… Greetings from Novi Sad… we 

support you with our whole hearts 

[heart and kiss emoticons] 

 

You disheveled whore 

Two separate private messages 

with 1 hour and 10 minutes 

between them. Suffix added to 

the word “whore” to imply a 

larger magnitude of “whore” 

than usual. 



 

 

5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

Kike-Liberal propaganda. Sukurac  Sukurac: This term is not 

translatable but it means to “go 

into the dick”. In this case it may 

be meant to express “go to hell” 

but in a more aggressive and 

humiliating way, because of the 

use of the word “dick”. The term 

is used to express hate or 

rejection of someone. 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic 

insults  

3. Comments expressing 

anti-Semitism 

[10 star of David emoticons in a 

row] 

 

We don’t believe you in any way [3 

note emoticons, Israeli flag] 

Alternate translation to the text: 

“We don’t believe anything you 

say” 

1.Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

3. Comments that create a 

narrative about "foreign 

mercenaries" 

Curse your mother, you liar, fuck off 

to America, you messed up whore 

Suffix added to the word 

“whore” to imply a larger 

magnitude of “whore” than 

usual. 

7. Comments directly 

calling for violence 

 

This should be beaten, broken, killed. 

These just want to fuck society up. 

Go Bona, if you need to earn money 

and don’t have work then go to the 

street where anyone will shove it into 

you for 20 Euros. 

“This” implying Danijela as an 

object, thing. “These” uses the 

feminine tense, implying “these 

women”. In the Bosnian dialect, 

“Bona” is an endearing term for 

a woman. 

 

Additional note: another 

comment on a separate photo, 

which translates to “if you were 

some nice pussy then maybe it’d 

all be believable but for 

someone to rape you hahah 

come on, no one would fuck you 

like this for free let alone rape 

you” 



 

 

 5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

Why are you lying, you lowlife 

 

Lecic wouldn’t fuck you for free let 

alone rape you, are you insane, he’s 

a stud and has cash and can fuck 

anyone he wants to but then to rape 

you, a below-average woman, well 

only an idiot would believe that but I 

guarantee you that you won’t be able 

to prove it, you’ve had too many 

others [winking emoticon] 

 

2. Comments that create a 

narrative about "foreign 

mercenaries" 

3. Comments expressing 

anti-Semitism 

5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

Did you get 20 000 Euros you Jew? 

 

That’s your best-paid role so far 

 

And when will you get a role in an 

Albanian film? 

 

5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

7. Comments directly 

calling for violence 

 

 

There’s no celebrating dirty little 

sluts. Sit down and find another job 

and a way to gain fame, don’t act like 

a victim you disheveled whore 

 

You should be shot 

 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

You washed up porn star 

 

You wretched porn star!! You are 

going to go to jail, just wait and see 

 

Leka will continue to work and you 

will be eating mouldy bread, you 

lowlife 

 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

What now, whore?  



 

 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

Ordinary scum, shame on you.  

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

 5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

Your “rapist” is missing from your 

series of photographs! You should be 

ashamed of yourself, you shameful 

person, you’re trying to gain fame 

with your pussy! 

 

1.Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

What are you, in comparison to 

Satan? 

First you give your pussy, then you 

accuse of rape. 

 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

1 (a) within this category 

there is a subcategory  that 

refers to pornography and 

prostitution 

I heard you suck dick well so I’m 

inquiring about the price? 

 

1. Comments that are 

misogynistic insults 

 5. Comments that create a 

narrative about not 

believing victims 

What are you getting support for? 

For your stupidity for keeping quiet 

about your rape for 27 years? Well, 

when you take it so easily and have 

no fear of it then you should be 

raped. 

 

You can tell by your face that you’re 

a psychopath  

 

No one in their life ever even heard 

of you, your acting career never took 

off so now you’re offended [laughing 

emoticons] 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1.d. Violation of the laws of the Republic of Serbia and the International Convention 

 

The Republic of Serbia has ratified the Istanbul Convention, as well as the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women / CEDAW, two key documents related 

to violence against women, and in that sense has an obligation to act in accordance with the 

conventions. The Analysis of the Compliance of the Legislative and Strategic Framework of the 

Republic of Serbia with the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence 

against Women and Domestic Violence - Basic Study states that the Republic of Serbia has 

undertaken numerous obligations concerning this Convention. Pursuant to Article 56 of the Istanbul 

Convention, the parties undertake to take the necessary legislative or other measures to protect the 

rights and interests of victims, including their special needs as witnesses, at all stages of the 

investigation and trial, and in particular to provide protection to them, and their families and 

witnesses. 

 

Conclusion 

 

In the concluding part of the file, the writers remind the reader that after the self-initiated 

investigation of the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in Belgrade for the crime of rape perpetrated 

by Branislav Lecic, victims are now publicly being threatened with a lawsuit for damaging the 

reputation of Branislav Lecic. The lawsuit has been continuously announced in the Serbian media 

with the function of intimidating Danijela Stajnfeld and other anonymous victims that have come 

forward.17 In support of the thesis that the prosecution inadequately conducted the investigation, it 

is worth iterating that the submitted medical documentation of Danijela  Stajnfeld on the continuous 

therapy of the trauma of sexual violence was not taken into account, as well as the audio recording 

of Branislav Lecic's confession about committing the act of rape. Additionally, the Higher Public 

Prosecutor's Office decided not to question the witnesses, and the Deputy Appellate Prosecutor 

confirmed this decision. 

Serbia has ratified the Istanbul Convention18, as well as the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)19, two key documents relating to violence 

                                                 
17https://www.b92.net/info/vesti/index.php?yyyy=2021&mm=07&dd=14&nav_category=16&nav_id=18904
10 viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 
18 The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and 

domestic violence, better known as the Istanbul Convention 

 
19https://www.womenngo.org.rs/prakticne-politike/cedaw-izvestavanje  viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 pm 

https://www.b92.net/info/vesti/index.php?yyyy=2021&mm=07&dd=14&nav_category=16&nav_id=1890410
https://www.b92.net/info/vesti/index.php?yyyy=2021&mm=07&dd=14&nav_category=16&nav_id=1890410
https://www.womenngo.org.rs/prakticne-politike/cedaw-izvestavanje


 

 

against women. In this sense, the state has an obligation to act in cases of violence against women. 

The Republic of Serbia has undertaken numerous positive and negative obligations by adopting 

regulations in the field of prevention and protection of victims of violence against women, including 

domestic violence.20 

 

Through the review of media reporting and expression of public opinion on social networks, it can 

be established that, despite a number of legal provisions formally adopted by the Serbian 

government concerning violence against women and human rights in general, their application is 

not evident in practice. In this way, a broader narrative of a “false victim” is constructed through 

representation strategies that lead to the dehumanization of the victim. This aims to establish a 

framework wherein threats addressed to Danijela Stajnfeld are, at best, treated in the context of 

freedom of opinion, and in the worst case, calls for violence against Danijela Stajnfeld are 

normalized through a discourse of legitimate punishment of women. The Anti-Discrimination Law 

(parts pertaining to hate speech), the Law on Public Information, as well as the Criminal Code of 

the Republic of Serbia, should sanction the described acts.  

 

On one hand, the Republic of Serbia is currently in a historical moment when women are deciding 

to come out of the silence surrounding sexual violence. Their testimonies exist thanks to women's 

willingness to speak out about sexual violence and exploitation, despite the systemic misogyny 

reflected in the relativization of violence and / or the explicit denial of women's testimonies. 

 

On the other hand, there is a visible inconsistency in the legal processing of sexual violence cases, 

where in cases where politicians are accused, abuse of power is evident, witnesses remain 

unprotected, and the prosecution investigations are inadequately done. Also, in those cases the 

information provided by witnesses seems to leak from the Prosecution to the media. 

 

In this case specifically, we can conclude from all the above that the case of Daniela Stajnfeld was 

intentionally mishandled by the Serbian regime and that the Republic of Serbia not only did not 

take the necessary measures to provide protection to victims, but directly participated through 

inadequate work of the Prosecutor's Office. By creating policies that protect the perpetrator, they 

maintain the impunity for the crime of rape, and the fail to provide justice for victims. Feminists 

recognize that under these circumstances fostered support must be provided to Daniela Stajnfeld, 

                                                 
20http://www.potpisujem.org/doc/33df186c9ded15296bc6f1d79f09ed22.pdf viewed 01. 08. 2021. at 1: 45 

http://www.potpisujem.org/doc/33df186c9ded15296bc6f1d79f09ed22.pdf


 

 

and have therefore organized direct actions, acts of solidarity, mutual networking and the created 

new coalitions, and initiatives that center the fight against sexual violence. 

 

Recommendations 

 

It is necessary to apply to this case the recommendations given by the Expert Group of the Council 

of Europe for Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO), regarding 

the attitude of the Serbian state towards violence against women in the context of the Istanbul 

Convention. 21  This dossier iterates and advocates to the government of Serbia to adequately 

implement the following outstanding GREVIO recommendations 

The part of GREVIO recommendations that refers primarily to "Sexual violence and rape 

(Article 36)" states that: 

 

“GREVIO urges the Serbian authorities to speedily reform the Criminal Code provisions covering sexual 

violence to be based on the notion of freely given consent as required by Article 36 of the Istanbul Convention 

and to ensure appropriate sanctions for all sexual acts without the consent of the victim, irrespective of personal 

characteristics.”22 

 

 The part of GREVIO recommendations regarding Information (Article 19) 

“GREVIO encourages the Serbian authorities to ensure the wider dissemination of information about the 

support services and legal measures available to victims of domestic and other forms of violence against 

women in a language they understand. This should include measures such as the dissemination of posters and 

leaflets as well as the intensification of efforts to ensure that professionals of all relevant institutions take a 

more proactive approach towards informing victims.”23 

 

The part of GREVIO recommendations regarding the participation of the private sector and 

the media (Article 17) 

“GREVIO encourages the Serbian authorities to continue to engage the media as a key partner to raise 

awareness on violence against women and to encourage media, including social media, to develop and monitor 

the use of self-regulatory standards specifically in the area of violence against women and gender equality, 

having due regard to relevant existing international standards.224 

 

The part of GREVIO recommendations regarding  cases of legal measures: 

Sanctions and measures (Article 45) 

“GREVIO strongly encourages the Serbian authorities to ensure – through legislative measures and the 

effective training of members of the judiciary and prosecution services –that sentences and measures imposed 

for domestic violence and other forms of violence against women are effective, proportionate and dissuasive.” 

                                                 
21https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/newsroom/-
/asset_publisher/anlInZ5mw6yX/content/grevio-publishes-its-first-baseline-report-on-serbia, viewed 01. 08. 
2021. at 1: 45 pm 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/newsroom/-/asset_publisher/anlInZ5mw6yX/content/grevio-publishes-its-first-baseline-report-on-serbia
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/newsroom/-/asset_publisher/anlInZ5mw6yX/content/grevio-publishes-its-first-baseline-report-on-serbia


 

 

 

Support to victims in legal proceedings (Article 55, paragraph 2) 

“GREVIO strongly encourages the Serbian authorities to ensure the availability of specifically trained victim 

support services focused on the provision of psycho-social support at all stages of criminal proceedings and in 

relation to all forms of violence covered by the Istanbul Convention. (paragraph 243)”25 

 

 

 

B. Second case: sexual exploitation and trafficking of women and underage girls 

- Accused Dragan Markovic Palma, the Mayor of the city of Jagodina and a 

member of the Serbian Parliament 

 

 

The second case of sexual violence and exploitation is the case of the Mayor of Jagodina, Member 

of Parliament and leader of the United Serbia political party, Dragan Markovic, who was accused 

by Vice-President of the (opposition) Party of Freedom and Justice, Marinika Tepic, of sexual 

exploitation and trafficking in women and underage girls. Tepic spoke for the first time about the 

sexual exploitation and abuse of women in Jagodina in the television program "Impression of the 

Week" on April 13th, 2021, while Markovic denied these claims.26 During the television appearance, 

Tepic stated that "every woman in Jagodina who wants to get a job in the public sector gets a ‘phone 

for socializing’, while the possibility of employment depends on who she ‘hangs out with’” (this is 

meant in a sexual way).27 

Marinika Tepic, stated at one of the press conferences that "the buying of women and girls [for sex] 

is an everyday thing in Jagodina, where Dragan Markovic 'Palma' rules.”28 

During a press conference, Tepic released a video of a man, whose face was concealed and voice 

was altered, and who claimed that he worked in a hotel in Koncarevo (Jagodina municipality) where 

trafficking in underage girls for sexual exploitation took place. According to him, "the girls were 

brought by a taxi driver from Belgrade. The people who arrived to parties in the hotel with Markovic 

were his coalition and business partners. It was known that after such parties, those girls go with 

him or with them.”29 

                                                 
25 Ibid. 
26https://wwwoutube.com/watch?v=KnH7jpDEOVM.y viewed on 01. 08. 2021 at 13:34 pm 
27https://luftika.rs/marinika-tepic-seksualno-nasilje-jagodina/ viewed on 01. 08. 2021 at 13:34 pm 
28https://www.jutarnji.hr/vijesti/svijet/vucicevi-ljudi-u-aferi-koja-je-sokirala-srbiju-vec-cijelo-desetljece-
podvode-djevojcice-imamo-dokaze-i-svjedoke-15066610viewed on 01. 08. 2021 at 13:34 pm 
29https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n92K2E9ge70 viewed on 01. 08. 2021 at 13:34 pm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnH7jpDEOVM
https://luftika.rs/marinika-tepic-seksualno-nasilje-jagodina/
https://www.jutarnji.hr/vijesti/svijet/vucicevi-ljudi-u-aferi-koja-je-sokirala-srbiju-vec-cijelo-desetljece-podvode-djevojcice-imamo-dokaze-i-svjedoke-15066610
https://www.jutarnji.hr/vijesti/svijet/vucicevi-ljudi-u-aferi-koja-je-sokirala-srbiju-vec-cijelo-desetljece-podvode-djevojcice-imamo-dokaze-i-svjedoke-15066610
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n92K2E9ge70


 

 

After the mentioned accusations, the Prosecutor's Office in Jagodina claims that it has initiated an 

investigation against Dragan ‘Palma’ Markovic. 

The Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in Jagodina stated that it would investigate the claims that 

Dragan 'Palma' Markovic was involved in the organization of "parties" at which underage girls were 

sexually exploited.30 

Markovic dismissed the allegations as "terrible lies" and vowed to undergo investigative questions, 

which he did on April 20th. He demanded a "quick" investigation.31 

 

On May 1st, 2021, politician Sanda Raskovic Ivic, as a guest on the show "Impression of the Week", 

said that in Jagodina in 2011, the President of the political party United Serbia Dragan Markovic 

Palma, in the presence of Ivica Dacic, the President of the Socialist Party of Serbia, organized 

trafficking in girls and women for sexual exploitation. Sanda Raskovic Ivic shared that she received 

this information from then-Honorary Consul of Serbia, Professor Roberto Veraldi. According to 

her, Roberto Veraldi refused to participate in the sexual exploitation of potentially underage girls, 

after which Dragan Markovic Palma began using homophobic slurs against Professor Roberto 

Veraldi. 

She added that "that was not enough" for Dragan Markovic, but that he "sent a girl to Professor 

Veraldi's room", who was waiting for him naked when he entered the room, and that he asked her 

to leave the room. “The next day, Palma did not want to sit next to our honorary consul and said 

that he could not sit next to homosexuals," said Raskovic Ivic. 

Raskovic Ivic stated that she could not say whether the girls mentioned by Veraldi were adults or 

minors, but that "it was definitely organized prostitution, because no one met at the bar or at the 

party, rather the girls were brought to animate foreign guests”.32 

Regarding this case, the police of the city of Jagodina questioned Marinika Tepic on April 26th, 

2021. During a press conference, which took place after several hours of police questioning, 

Marinika Tepic shared that "there are at least seven people who want to testify against […] Dragan 

Markovic Palma." She said that she did not reveal the identity of the victims and witnesses to the 

police, so that, as she stated, she would not put them at risk. Tepic stated that she asked the relevant 

institutions to grant witnesses and victims the status of particularly sensitive witnesses. Marinika 

Tepic said that she had made allegations to the police about several criminal acts including, 

                                                 
30 A term adopted by the media and later by the prosecution, which feminist organizations are fighting against, 
all with the aim of calling sexual exploitation and trafficking by its real name, because in this way the crime of 
sexual violence is reduced, relativized and normalized as a legitimate act of entertainment. 
31https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_ggkjGWZI8 viewed on 01. 08. 2021 at 13:34 pm 
32https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fizlJ1U9J20 viewed on 01. 08. 2021 at 13:34 pm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_ggkjGWZI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fizlJ1U9J20


 

 

prostitution, and pedophilia. She stated that she listed some of the alleged participants in the 

criminal acts by name and surname. In addition to Dragan Markovic, Tepic also pointed out the 

President of Jagodina municipality, Rastko Stevanovic, and the President of the Committee for 

Justice in the Serbian Parliament, Petar Petrovic33. 

On May 12th, 2021, the Vice President of the Party of Freedom and Justice (SAA), Marinika Tepic, 

stated that the police had a phone with photos and recordings of the naked daughters of Markovic’s 

closest associates. As she pointed out, this phone was seized on June 21st 2020 from one of 

Markovic's associates34. 

On May 10th, immediately following her testimony, the Jagodina police questioned the first witness 

who testified against Dragan Markovic Palma for organized prostitution and pedophilia35. Due to 

the intimidation of witnesses that followed this case, the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in 

Kraljevo took over. On May 14th, 2021, Marinika Tepic, after re-testifying in the prosecutor's office 

in Kraljevo, stated that she gave much more details than to the police in Jagodina.36 

Following this, the Party of Freedom and Justice announced that one of the witnesses was exposed 

to daily pressures and threats. As stated by the political party and as reported by the daily Politika, 

he reported one such troubling incident to the Vozdovac Police Station in Belgrade on Saturday, 

April 24th at 3:40 p.m., when he noticed the car that was following him. As he told the police, two 

younger men were in the car – whose description he also gave to the police – and who, in addition 

to following him, ran into his car and filmed him without authorization.37 

According to them, this incident report did not reach the Second Basic Prosecutor's Office in 

Belgrade (which has jurisdiction in this case), although the official statement indicated the urgency 

of the proceedings and stated all the circumstances due to which this witness is in an extremely 

delicate and sensitive situation.38  Dragan Markovic Palma has consistently tried to reveal the 

identities of witnesses in public throughout the entire investigation and thus directly intimidate  

them – which means that the non-reaction of the prosecution in relation to the witnesses represents 

additional pressure and a security risk. Dragan Markovic also uses the regime media, allies to his 

                                                 
33https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/marinika-tepić-dragan-markovic-palma-jagodina/31223255.html 
viewed on 01. 08. 2021 at 13:34 pm 
34https://nova.rs/vesti/politika/uzivo-tepic-o-novim-saznanjima-u-slucaju-palma/viewed on 01. 08. 2021 at 
13:34 pm 
35https://rs.n1info.com/vesti/tepic-prvi-svedok-protiv-palme-pozvan-na-saslusanje-u-jagodinu/ viewed on 
01. 08. 2021 at 13:34 pm 
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political party, to make direct attacks and threats39. In order for witnesses to speak out about this 

case, they need legal protection. Vladimir Gajic, a lawyer, believes that Dragan Markovic Palma's 

parliamentary immunity could be lifted in order to prevent influence of witnesses40. President 

Aleksandar Vucic also spoke about the institutions: "… I call on institutions not to listen to Marinika 

Tepic, Dragan Markovic, you, me or anyone, let them do their job in accordance with the law, but 

if you have launched a negative campaign against someone, then that someone has the right to 

defend himself. "41 

The final consequence of the previously described approach in this case is the decision made by the 

Higher Public Prosecutor's Office in Kraljevo on August 27th 2021 stating that “There are no 

elements to initiate an investigation against Dragan Markovic Palma, regarding allegations of 

trafficking in women and girls and sexual exploitation42. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

In this case, we can conclude that the Republic of Serbia did not take the necessary measures to 

provide protection to victims, and create adequate conditions for potential victims to go public with 

their testimonies, but through inadequate work of the Prosecutor's Office,  impunity of the media, 

it directly participated in creating an unsafe atmosphere for victims: Dragan Markovic was provided 
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with public space that he used to intimidate any potential witness, existing witnesses and victims. 

Despite the atmosphere of fear, feminist activists organized themselves in numerous ways to stand 

in solidarity with the victims and providing support by organizing rallies of support and direct 

actions both in Jagodina and in Belgrade. 

 

Statements and testimonies about sexual exploitation of women and girls in Jagodina: 

 

Some portals reported on a Twitter thread, which was allegedly posted by the former singer of the 

group Bon ami under the pseudonym Marina Kessler Bonami, and subsequently deleted by them. 

In that series of posts it was written: 

"As professional musicians, we were always paid correctly, directly to our account. Were 

there after-parties after the official events? - Yes. Did various women and girls unknown to 

me take part in those parties? Did someone harass those women and girls in front of my 

eyes? - No. Were there any famous politicians and people from public life at those parties? 

I don't know if those girls and women went to the rooms with those people after those 

parties. Has anyone blackmailed, cheated me, or threatened me in any way as a singer? - 

Never. 

Were those women and girls drunk at those parties? - Mostly. Did I notice that some of them 

were minors? - I didn't. Were those girls and women there to entertain the gathered guests? 

- they were. Were those girls and women belittled or threatened in my presence? - No. 

I don't know if those girls and women were present of their own free will. Basically, I know 

for sure that after-parties existed, and different women and girls appeared at them, some 

who participated in the official part of the program, and some I saw there for the first time. 

What happened to them after the parties ended and we packed our instruments and went 

home? - I don't know, and I can't say, but after-parties existed. Also, there were, more than 

once, after-parties where only men were present. 

The reason I’m saying all of this is to encourage girls and women who, without my 

knowledge, have been deceived, or in any other way forced to be where they are, to report 

it to the prosecution, if you know that I was present, and if something ugly happened, feel 

free to contact me, I will testify. 

I do not have a single piece of evidence that everything that Marinika Tepic stated had 

happened, but under full material and criminal responsibility, I claim that after-parties 

existed, and that various girls and women unknown to me attended them. 

I repeat, I have never seen anyone, any of these women threatened in any way, nor has it 

ever seemed that any of these girls are there against their will. 

What happened after the lights went out, who invited those girls and women to attend those 

parties – that I don't know, and if any of you, at any time, were there against your will, and 

you know I was present, please report it, and contact me, I will testify that I saw you. 

This must not stay hidden under the rug, and I am very sorry and, if any woman has 

experienced any inconvenience at these parties, please be brave, report it, and if I can help 

in any way, I am at your disposal. 



 

 

Also, this is an invitation to all other singers and musicians, who have also played at such 

parties, if you know something, and you have seen, don't be a cunt, report it, be responsible, 

don't keep your head in the sand. 

Dear former musicians and singers, I know that you can barely make ends meet, and that 

the gigs that Jagodina pays for are good and important for your existence, but saving your 

dignity is more important, and if you have any knowledge, please report what you know. 

And in the end, Ivica Dacic did attend such parties, what’s more, he sang. 

Everything I have written, I say on my own behalf, and my position does not necessarily 

reflect the position of all former members of my former band, because I am not sure that 

everyone would like to speak up on this topic. I am grateful to everyone who shared, and 

once again, I ask all former colleagues, if you know something - do not be silent!”43 

 

 

Feminist resistance 

-The first gathering - April 26, 2021 

 

On April 26th, we had a protest in front of the court in Jagodina, in support of women and girls from 

Jagodina, potential victims of organized sexual exploitation in this city. After the protest, the women 

from Jagodina, who joined us in solidarity, were exposed to violent threats and someone broke into 

their houses. Also, some of us received threats online, all with the same goal - to prevent us from 

returning to Jagodina and to force us to remain silent. These events highlight the tenacious 

tendencies of Serbian politicians and the media to silence and threaten women who speak publicly 

about sexual predators. There is ubiquitous fear in Jagodina, because in all public positions in 

Jagodina (in court, police, etc.) there are people who are close to, or are members of the party.  

 

-The second gathering June 5. 2021. 

 

On Saturday, June 5th, at 1 pm at the Youth Square in Jagodina, the Independent Women's Group - 

composed of representatives of women's organizations, civic initiatives and socially engaged 

individuals - held a public protest to support women and girls from Jagodina, potential victims of 

organized sexual exploitation in this city. By direct action, the activists wanted to send them a 

message that they are not alone in this process and that the law guarantees them help and support 

without making it conditional on revealing their identities and participating in investigative and 

court proceedings. 
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The gathering was organized because of the way this case is treated in public, and it is characterized 

by the silence of responsible institutions, reducing the whole issue to the point of a political affair 

and self-promotion of the main suspect on television stations with national coverage. 

Activists of the group addressed the audience with several key messages. First, they discussed the 

reason for coming to Jagodina and the types of help and support available to victims and potential 

victims of human trafficking. In addition, it was said that last year Serbia adopted the National 

Strategy for the Realization of the Rights of Victims and Witnesses of Criminal Offenses for 2020-

2025, and at the end of May the Strategy for Preventing and Combating Gender-Based Violence 

against Women and Domestic Violence for 2021 –2025. One of the activists noted that "If we do 

not now clearly and publicly ask for unconditional protection and support for all victims and 

witnesses in the Jagodina case, these strategies will just be ink on paper, and victims of violence 

will be permanently damaged." After the protest, the activists distributed promotional material to 

the citizens with the contacts of the SOS support ASTRA - action against human trafficking.  

 

This public gathering is the first in a series of planned events by this independent group of activists. 

The group will be committed to the realization of the rights of victims in this and similar cases of 

violence, especially against women and children, calling the institutions to account and pointing 

out the criminal convictions of the perpetrators.44 

 

Putting pressure on state institutions to react in situations of violence against women in 

Serbia45 

1. Letter to the Prosecutor's Office, from non-governmental organizations 

“On the occasion of the adoption of the Strategy for Prevention and Combating Gender-

Based Violence against Women and Domestic Violence for the Period 2021–2025, 

representatives of civil society organizations ASTRA - Action against Human Trafficking 

and the Autonomous Women's Center, together with signatory organizations from the 

Women Against Violence Network and Anti-Trafficking Network , we believe that as a state 

and society we must clearly define and condemn the organized sexual exploitation of girls 

and women, which, according to witnesses, had been taking place in Jagodina for years, and 

for which the long-term holder of power in that city and at the national level is suspected. If 

we ignore the context in which the Strategy was created and the social moment in which it 

is promoted, we make its significance meaningless and degrade those whose protection the 

Strategy is intended for, namely girls and women victims of violence. On this occasion we 

asks for specific requests from the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office of Serbia: 
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That the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office consider the existence of elements of organized 

crime in this case, and on that basis transfer it to the jurisdiction of the Prosecutor's Office 

for Organized Crime; 

That the Republic Public Prosecutor's Office publicly invites potential victims and witnesses 

of this crime to appear and to guarantee them full protection and security in the sense that 

all women and girls victims of violence, exploitation and organized crime who decide to 

testify in possible court proceedings regarding this case receive the status of a protected 

witness, and to provide them with special protection measures to prevent possible threats 

and intimidation, as well as secondary victimization; 

That the prosecution in whose jurisdiction this case should be regularly informs the public 

about the course of the investigation due to the general social significance and gravity of the 

case itself, bearing in mind that the accused are potentially holders of the current 

government, all in order to avoid misinformation and manipulation of the procedure. If the 

witness's allegations are true, this case represents a paradigm of the abuse of power and 

control over women and girls in Serbia today. If, we as a state and a society do not respond 

to the requests for unconditional protection and support for all victims and witnesses in this 

case, and in accordance with the vision of the newly adopted Strategy on Zero Tolerance to 

Violence - then the Strategy will never be realized in Serbia.” 

 

Support for Daniela Steinfeld at the screening of the film Hold Me Right in Belgrade 

 

As part of the 67th March Film Festival, on April 19, during the screening of the film Hold Me 

Right, a group of activists stood in front of the Youth Center in Belgrade, and in solidarity with 

Daniel Stajnfeld spread a banner that read "We believe in Daniel Stajnfeld." 


