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Summary of the case 

 

Content wise, this report consists of the essential documentation pertaining to the legal case, media 

reporting and reactions on social networks in relation to Danijela Stajnfeld’s revelation of being a 

victim of the criminal act of rape by politician and actor Branislav Lecic. The report is limited to 

the period from September 2021 to the beginning of December 2021. The first part of the report 

gives basic information about the case in relation to the legal proceedings, media reporting and 

social network comments. Lastly, there is an overview of legal provision violations, as well as 

violations of international conventions that the Republic of Serbia is a signatory of. The conclusion 

represents a feminist perspective and interpretation of the circumstances which accompany sexual 

violence crimes.  

 

Institutional level 

 

In August 2020 in her documentary movie “Hold Me Right” Danijela Stajnfeld revealed that she 

had been raped by a powerful man from the movie industry. At the time, the Prosecutor’s Office 

took it upon itself to commence investigative procedures against the unknown man – an 

exceedingly rare occurrence when it comes to rape. At the end of September 2020 Danijela 

Stajnfeld gave her witness testimony, and asked the Prosecutor’s Office to grant her protection, 

security and privacy so that she could give the name of the perpetrator, which the Prosecutor’s 

Office declined to provide. Later, in November, in a statement for the Superior Public Prosecutor 

she testified that actor BranislavLecic raped her on May 7th 2012. During the pre-investigative 

phase Danijela Stajnfeld provided the Superior Public Prosecutor’s Office with medical 

documentation about her continuous therapy for sexual violence trauma, an audio recording of his 

confession, and she suggested several witnesses. All of her evidence, and arguments were rejected, 

and the witnesses were not questioned. In July 2021 the Prosecutor’s Office officially concluded 

that it rejects all of the evidence and it declines to officially charge the accused. Danijela Stajnfeld 

filed a complaint, which the Appeals Prosecutor rejected as well on August 3rd 2021. In other 

words, the judicial institutions rejected any and all notions that a rape had happened, supposedly 

because “there are no elements of a criminal act”. A Constitutional appeal, which contains all of 

the noted inconsistencies that have accompanied this case, is filed. 
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Comments on social networks 

 

An overview of comments on social networks shows ubiquitous hate-speech manifested through 

familiar strategies of dehumanizing women. Comments addressed to Danijela Stajnfeld on her 

private profiles are misogynist, anti-Semitic, nationalistic, related to pornography and prostitution, 

comments which build on the “foreign mercenaries” narrative, comments creating a narrative of 

disbelieving the victims and negating the violence, comments blaming the victim for the violence, 

and lastly, comments that openly call on violence against the victim.1 Due to the impunity of such 

violent acts, violence becomes normalized, the victim is re-traumatized, and seeing as these 

comments were concurrent with the legal proceedings they work to create an atmosphere where a 

denial that rape ever happened becomes easy and legitimate – therefore, such acts may have a 

direct influence on a court’s verdict. All of this works to create the “false victim” narrative through 

representation strategies that lead to dehumanization of the victim in the aim of, at best, 

interpreting threats to Danijela Stajnfeld as a simple freedom of speech issue, while at worst, calls 

for violence against Danijela Stajnfeld are normalized through a discourse of legitimate 

punishment.  

 

Media framework 

 

Analysis of media reporting and expression of public opinion through social network comments 

leads us to conclude that Serbia is not implementing several legal provisions that it officially 

adopted (pertaining to violence against women and human rights in general). Evidence of the 

media’s invasive behavior can also be seen in the fact that that the media portal Novosti committed 

the criminal act of Unauthorized gathering of personal data from Article 146 of the Criminal Code 

of the Republic of Serbia. Without authorization, that is illegally, Novosti accessed data on Google 

Drive, stole intellectual propertyand infringed copyrights by downloading the Hold Me Right 

movie which belongs to the U.S. based company – Hold Me Right LLC. Novosti actually 

confessed to committing this criminal act in their article2. Therefore, Novosti violated the 

Copyright and Related Rights Act3.  

This is just one example of how the media failed to respect the judicial process and the victim’s 

dignity. The media narrative generally made use of: a) false information, b) private information 

                                                           
1 All of the information in the text may be found in greater detail: Damnjanović Mina “Two cases of sexual violence 

visible in Serbia”, (2021),  Available at http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-

sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf, accessed November 1st 2021 at 12:30 p.m. 
22https://www.novosti.rs/vesti/drustvo/1012245/otkrivamo-danijela-stajnfeld-prepravila-materijal-dokumentarnog-

filma-zaceli-foto-video (in Serbian) accessed on November 1st 2021 at 1:34 pm 

3https://www.paragraf.rs/propisi/zakon_o_autorskom_i_srodnim_pravima.html (in Serbian) accessed on Novemver 

1st 2021 at 3:30 pm 

http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf
http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf
https://www.novosti.rs/vesti/drustvo/1012245/otkrivamo-danijela-stajnfeld-prepravila-materijal-dokumentarnog-filma-zaceli-foto-video
https://www.novosti.rs/vesti/drustvo/1012245/otkrivamo-danijela-stajnfeld-prepravila-materijal-dokumentarnog-filma-zaceli-foto-video
https://www.paragraf.rs/propisi/zakon_o_autorskom_i_srodnim_pravima.html


3 
 

leaked by the Prosecution, c) personal data, d) harassment and sensationalism. It was speculated 

that Danijela Stajnfeld had mafia ties, as well as ties to pornography and prostitution, and that 

she’s a “foreign mercenary”.4 The content of most media reports contained anti-Semitism, 

nationalism, and misogyny – employed as strategies for diminishing the crime and divesting the 

victim’s testimony of legitimacy. Not one of the media companies were legally sanctioned for their 

abuse of power as was evident in their writing. In this manner, media influenced the judicial 

process, they bolstered “lynch” mobs, which may in turn influence the victim’s safety, therefore 

leading to secondary victimization.  

Following the prosecution's decision: 

Branislav Lecic appeared on a number of TV shows5, using the same narrative that was exploited 

by the media throughout the pre-investigation procedure. In general, he used: a) false information, 

b) personal data, c) harassment, and d) a sensationalist approach to the case. Danijela Stajnfeld 

was linked to the mafia, pornography, and prostitution, as well as "foreign mercenaries." In the 

majority of his performances, Branislav Lecic used anti-Semitism, nationalism, and misogyny to 

discredit and humiliate Daniela Steinfeld. 

In the show "Good Morning Belgrade"6, at the very beginning of the show, Branislav Lecic states 

that "it is good to see how Danijela has made financial progress due to this case". He also presents 

false information in the mentioned show and states that Danijela Stajnfeld is "part of the Jewish 

lobby". Although there is no evidence that Danijela Stajnfeld has already been falsely accusing 

men of rape in her past, Branislav Lecic said that he is referring to the fact that Danijela Stajnfeld 

"accused someone of false rape". Danijela Stajnfeld, he added, "tried to gain papers based on being 

a lesbian, but when she failed, she exploited him." Despite the lack of evidence, he refers to porn 

sites containing films of Daniela Steinfeld and claims that "there are 160 porn sites with her name" 

that no longer exist due to the “Jewish lobby's efforts”. Branislav Lecic alludes that this 

                                                           
4 All of the information in the text may be found in greater detail: Damnjanović Mina “Two cases of sexual violence 

visible in Serbia”, (2021),  Available at http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-

sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf, accessed November 1st 2021 at 12:30 p.m. 

5https://www.kurir.rs/vesti/drustvo/3804317/lecic-za-kurir-danijela-me-je-zvala-da-se-vidimo-i-nakon- spornog-

snimka-koji-je-navodni-dokaz-za-silovanje https://www.kurir.rs/vesti/drustvo/3804521/novi-detalji-advokat-

branislava-lecica-otkrio-sta-se-nalazi- na-audio-snimku-koji-danijela-stajnfeld-hoce-da-objavi 

https://www.kurir.rs/vesti/drustvo/3804275/lecic-za-kurir-dostavio-transkripte-spornog-snimka- danijela-se-uplasila-

evo-sve-crno-na-belo-nemam-sta-da-krijem https://pink.rs/politika/349539/%27djilas-je-placao-emisije-protiv-

mene%27-lecic-on-preko-svojih- medija-novca-i-regruta-stvara-tenzije-u-drustvu 

https://pink.rs/vesti/349501/%27iskoristila-me-je%27-lecic-za-pink-utvrdjeno-je-da-nisam-silovao- danijelu 

https://www.republika.rs/vesti/srbija/320891/branislav-lecic-drugosrbijanci 

https://mondo.rs/Info/Drustvo/a1555076/Branislav-Lecic-o-optuzbama-Danijele-Stajnfeld.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukK0FVBP-tk https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmuQHP7SrOI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlGzFfRY08I https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmuQHP7SrOI  

6https://pink.rs/vesti/349501/%27iskoristila-me-je%27-lecic-za-pink-utvrdjeno-je-da-nisam-silovao-danijelu 

http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf
http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf
https://pink.rs/vesti/349501/%27iskoristila-me-je%27-lecic-za-pink-utvrdjeno-je-da-nisam-silovao-danijelu
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information exists in the letter of the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office, leaving room for the public 

to wonder what is in the Prosecutor's Office records and what his own guesses are. 

This is problematic on more than one level. The fact that the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office did 

take into account unverified information in order to make a decision testifies to the unprofessional 

work of the Prosecutor's Office. And the fact that Branislav Lecic used false information to 

discredit and humiliate Danijela Stajnfeld is a crime in itself. 

Most media reports on this issue have been politicized, implying a shift in attention from the 

problem of sexual violence to the problem of party strife within the Republic of Serbia. This 

indicates that media reporting aims to relativize and erase sexual violence, but there is an additional 

element in this case that entails subordinating the problem of sexual violence to the conflicts that 

develop in political confrontations. 

 

Laws of the Republic of Serbia and International conventions violated in this case 

 

Serbia has ratified the Istanbul Convention, as well as the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW7) – two key documents pertaining to violence 

against women. Therefore, in cases of violence against women Serbia is obligated to follow the 

conventions’ provisions. The Analysis on Serbia’s Legal and Strategic Framework Conformity to 

the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women – Basic 

Study, states that the Republic of Serbia has adopted provisions on preventing and protection 

victims of violence against women and has therefore taken on numerous responsibilities based on 

this convention8. In accordance to Article 56 of the Istanbul Convention all parties are obligated 

to implement the necessary legal and other measures in order to protect the rights and interests of 

victims, including their special needs as witnesses in all parts of the investigation process and 

judicial process, and especially to provide them, their family and their witnesses with protection9. 

With the type of reporting they employed, media had violated the Public Information Act10, the 

Copyrights and Related Rights Act, as well as the Criminal Code of the Republic of Serbia and the 

Anti-Discrimination Law11.  

 

                                                           
7https://www.womenngo.org.rs/prakticne-politike/cedaw-izvestavanje (in Serbian) accessed on November 1st at 1:30 

p.m. 
8http://www.potpisujem.org/doc/33df186c9ded15296bc6f1d79f09ed22.pdf (in Serbian) accessed on November  1st 

2021 at 5:34 p.m. 

9https://rm.coe.int/168046031c (in Serbian) accessed on November 1st at 3:34 p.m. 
10 Article 2 which, among other things, defines the role of media in “enabling the free development of character” and 

Article 15 which directs them to “truthfully, timely and completely inform all citizens of the Republic of Serbia in 

an unbiased manner”. 
11 Article 11 which regulates hate-speech and which (among other things) states that “public media is forbidden to 

express ideas, information and opinions that incite discrimination, hatred, or violence against a person or groups due 

to their personal characteristics”.  

https://www.womenngo.org.rs/prakticne-politike/cedaw-izvestavanje
http://www.potpisujem.org/doc/33df186c9ded15296bc6f1d79f09ed22.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/168046031c
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Feminist response 

On October 24, Branislav Lecic played at the Zvezdara Theater, which in itself is a textbook 

example of the social legitimization of sexual violence. Activists of the initiative "I Trust You", 

together with activists from "Women's Solidarity", held a banner "We Trust Danijela Stajnfeld" in 

front of the theater.  

On November 25, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, "I Trust 

You" Initiative activists organized a flyer distribution action in front of the Faculty of 

Contemporary Arts, together with the "Women's Solidarity" Collective, "Women in Black", and 

independent activists.  

The action's goal was to sensitize female students on the topic of sexual violence. We chose the 

Faculty of Contemporary Arts because of our concern about the safety of female students, 

particularly since one of the employed professors, Branislav Lecic, was accused of rape by many 

women. Through this action, we were able to inform students about their rights, thereby initiating 

the public campaign against sexual violence at this faculty. We received a public invitation from 

one of this faculty's professors to organize a public discussion on sexual violence. We also glued 

"Rape is a crime!" stickers on the exterior of the faculty, making the topic of sexual violence visible 

in public, implying that a perpetrator works in this institution, and indirectly sending a message to 

the perpetrator that the crime of rape is not forgotten nor tolerated, despite the institutional lack of 

action.  
 

Conclusion 

 

On one hand, Serbia is currently in a historic moment where women are deciding to speak up about 

sexual violence. Their testimonies have been brought forth due to women’s willingness to talk 

about sexual violence and exploitation, and despite systemic misogyny which 

promotesrelativization of violence and negation women’s testimonies.  

On the other hand, inconsistencies are evident in how sexual violence cases are judicially 

processed. In cases where a politician was accused, abuse of power becomes evident, witnesses 

are left without protection, the Prosecutor’s Offices inadequately investigate the case, and 

information about witnesses is leaked from the Prosecutor’s Offices to media during judicial 

proceedings. It must be emphasized that legal sanctioning of male violence, especially sexual 

violence, is frequently met with obstruction. However, we must also keep in mind that in cases 

where politicians have been accused, said obstructions have a specific component – that those 

accusations of sexual violence will be utilized by political parties to gain an advantage. Due to 

this, the victim/survivor is not only exposed to already known mechanisms of re-traumatization, 

but will also be utilized for political gain. From everything stated above, in this instance, we 

conclude that Danijela Stajnfeld’s case was recklessly utilized by the Serbian authorities, and that 

not only had the Republic of Serbia not implemented all possible measures to ensure the victim’s 

protection, but also through the inadequate work of the Prosecutor’s Office and by not sanctioning 

the media, it had directly participated in creating policies which protect the perpetrators, maintain 

impunity for the crime of rape, and make justice impossible to reach. These circumstances, 
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however, lead to a rise of feminist support to Danijela Stajnfeld, and in turn to direct actions, 

solidarity, networking, and creating new coalitions and initiatives which all center the fight against 

sexual violence.   

 


