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    Theoretical framework  

           A feminist approach to language and the power of naming 

 

 - Male supremacy is fused into the language, so that every sentence both heralds and 

affirms it.1 

 The first recognition of male supremacy over language occurs with Mary Daly in her 

book Beyond God the Father (Toward a Philosophy of Women's Liberation). Mary Daly 

identifies the foundations of human existence with the power to name one’s own existence and 

experience of the world.2 In this sense, the liberation of women begins with the struggle for the 

right to name oneself and one's own experience.3 The liberation of language is necessary for the 

liberation of women. It represents the abolition of a language that reflects and deepens the sexist 

structure of the world.4 The power of naming is a non-negligible tool of patriarchy that reinforces 

the oppression of women by enabling men to articulate and impose their boundaries and values, 

allowing them to determine what language can and cannot express.  

 Ultimately, the power of naming experiences limits and changes our perception of 

ourselves and the world. The struggle of feminists to take back the power of naming can be seen 

in every segment of life. Men5 are fighting to name forced sexual intercourse in marriage as a 

marital duty. We are fighting to name it marital rape. They are fighting to name pornography as 

free speech. We are fighting to name it sexual slavery of women. They struggle to name their 

unwanted comments about a woman's body as compliments; we struggle to name them sexual 

harassment. 

 Similarly, under the pretense of "media freedom," the media frequently impersonates the 

social control mechanisms and patriarchal structure, and as such, participates in objectifying   

 Similarly, under the pretense of "media freedom," the media frequently impersonates social 

control mechanisms and patriarchal structures and, as such, participates in objectifying women, 

                                                             
1 Dworkin, Andrea, Pornography: Men Possessing Women (New York: A Plume Book 1981), 17. 
2 Daly, Mary, Beyond God the Father: Toward a Philosophy of Women's Liberation (Boston: Beacon Press 1973). 
3 Ibid, 8. 
4 Ibid, 9. 
5 The term "men" will be used throughout the article to refer to a class with more social power in patriarchy. 
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justifying and encouraging various forms of male violence, denying violence, and shifting 

responsibility for violence from perpetrators to survivors. 

            Naming does not remain isolated in the sphere of language, so the struggle is not 

conducted only "for the sake of the language". The naming of experiences, practices, and 

behaviors leads to the recognition of their admissibility or inadmissibility in everyday life. It 

leads to the writing of laws, the application of those laws and the determination of sanctions for 

those behaviors that are marked as inadmissible. 

 Therefore, naming justifies and deepens violence outside language. For example, “men 

did not only called women evil, but executed nine million witches because they called women 

evil. Men have also said, and still say, that women want rape, so they rape them. When a woman 

contradicts the male language, her words are twisted or denied by force. When a woman says no 

men claim that her no means yes.”6 

 Male supremacy in language is fused into the institutional legal system, which further 

enables the legalization of various forms of violence against women. 

 In the case of the United States, Andrea Dworkin speaks of the court's inability to deliver 

justice for women who have sued pornographers for sexual exploitation and violence. 

 “We have not been able to get the courts to confront a real woman plaintiff suing a real 

pornographer for depriving her of real rights through sexual exploitation or sexual abuse. This is 

because the challenges to the civil rights law have been abstract arguments about speech, as if 

women’s lives are abstract, as if the harms are abstract, conceded but not real. The women 

trapped in the pictures continue to be perceived as the free speech of the pimps who exploit 

them. No judge seems willing to look such a woman, three-dimensional and breathing, in the 

face and tell her that the pimp’s use of her is his constitutionally protected right of speech; that 

he has a right to express himself by violating her.”78 

                                                             
6 Dworkin, Andrea, Pornography: Men Possessing Women (New York: A Plume Book 1981), 18. 
7 Another of the many examples of women's struggle against men's law and language would be a women's right to 

abortion. As long as the embryo or fetus (in its earlier stages of development) was called a human being, abortion 

was called a murder and as such it withdrew the legal regulations and sanctions that accompany the crime of murder. 

For women, this meant that they were doomed to a barbaric, illegal mutilation of their body, which often resulted in 
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 In light of all of this, focusing on language that facilitates and intensifies hate of women 

is justified by adoption of a simple thesis: the language we use impacts the lives we live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
the death of a woman. By renaming early abortion from murder to a woman's right to choose, legal protection was 

won for, observed globally, a total of 59% of the female population who decides for abortion. Available at: 

https://maps.reproductiverights.org/worldabortionlaws?category[296]=296&category[297]=297, accessed 5 August 

2021 at 3:00 p.m. 
8 Ibid, xxxi. 
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   Taking back the power: the role of the media 

 

 A historical overview of the means of communication in the hands of women: how did the 

media affect women's lives?9 

 The means of communication are one of the primary sources of social power and as such 

represent an essential tool for the liberation of women. 

 “As Prometheus stole fire from the gods, so feminists will have to steal the power of 

naming from men, hopefully to better effect.”10 

 Without available means of communication, women find themselves in a passive political 

position. Political decisions that regulate and direct women's lives remain in the hands of men as 

a social class with more power. The history of the women's movement and attitudes toward the 

media is a complex topic, and for the purposes of this paper, only a brief overview of several 

historical moments will be provided.11 Observed since the end of the 19th century, women who 

were active in the reform movements were given a certain space in the media that at that time 

allowed them to write about issues of peace, women's rights, economic and political issues. Soon 

after, with the beginning of the First World War, the media took on the role of encouraging 

women to take over jobs outside the household and to replace men who were at war. 

 Women used this period to gain access to public space and the media, spreading the 

influence of suffragettes. As a result of this segment of women's struggle for public space and 

communication, the 19th Amendment is implemented in the United States, granting women the 

right to vote and expanding the possibilities for women's political participation. In this context, it 

is important to recall that women's struggle has never only progressed linearly, but has constantly 

faced, and still faces, strong patriarchal resistance. As early as the 1920s, men regained control 

of the media, calling suffragettes radicals (in a pejorative sense) and propagating a 

                                                             
9 All stated historical informationsa available at: https://www.wifp.org/philosophy/a-radical-feminist-analysis-of-

mass-media/, Accessed 10 July 2021 at 15:00. Text: Donna Allen & Dana Densmore, A Radical Feminist Analysis 

of Mass Media, (1977). 
10 Dworkin, Andrea, Pornography: Men Possessing Women (New York: A Plume Book 1981), 17. 
11 Given the global nature of women's resistance, practically any country's history may be utilized as a historical 

example. Example of the feminists from the United States was used due to the widely available articles of U.S. 

feminists who have written on the issue. 
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"psychological theory" that reduces women to sexual objects. In this way, feminist activists had 

significantly limited access to the media, and as a consequence of the pejorative media 

representation of suffragettes, the initial political engagement of women was significantly 

reduced. Then, with the departure of men in World War II, the media and public space became 

accessible to women again. Women have repeatedly used the media to discuss women’s issues 

and the current political, economic, and social aspects of women’s lives. 

 However, even in this time period, there is a counter-reaction of patriarchy in the media – 

after the war ended, the media abruptly gave up reporting on the women's movement and 

increased the number of articles on the importance of household and motherhood, generally 

pointing to the idea that women only have a place within the family. As a result, women were 

again thrown out of the sphere of public life. During the 1950s, women were left with virtually 

no space in the media. During this period, male-owned media spread the "psychological theory" 

of women's natural subordination to men, and all women's roles in public life were labeled 

"unnatural." As the 1950s passed, fewer and fewer women remained socially isolated in the roles 

of wife, mother, and housewife. Since the 1960s, women have gradually regained their political 

power, gained access to the media, and talked about a common experience in women’s lives—

male violence. 

 Through the media, and a few decades later, through the emergence of social networks, a 

movement against sexual violence and forums for sharing the stories of women who have 

experienced sexual assault have evolved. However, the media's attitude toward women is more 

than ambiguous - on the one hand, women manage to find their space to utilize traditional means 

of communication, on the other hand, media resistance in men's hands remains strong and is 

expressed in a similar way as in preceding time periods. 

 In the context of the analysis that follows, a brief historical overview of the relationship 

between the media and the social position of women can be seen as a reminder that treating 

individual cases of media reports on sexual violence is not an isolated problem and does not 

reflect only the incompetence of several media portals at one time. Although this research is 

confined to the Republic of Serbia's media response to sexual assault, the reflection and 

intensification of the world's sexist structure through the media is a global women's problem.  
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Two publicly visible cases of sexual violence in the Republic of Serbia 

 

 Note: The research is divided into two parts in relation to the following cases, but the 

thesis of the research is the same: Media coverage of sexual violence, which is protected under 

the veil of media freedom, should be clearly named as misogynistic speech. 

    (I) The first case: the testimony of Danijela Štajnfeld about surviving sexual violence12 

    In September 2020, Serbian actress Danijela Štajnfeld went public with a claim that she 

had been raped by a man from the Serbian film industry, whom she did not want to name. 

Instead, she released her documentary, "Hold Me Right," on the trauma of rape and the struggle 

of survivors. A historic moment for women in the Republic of Serbia (and the Balkan region) 

opened after the testimony of Danijela Štajnfeld. It was time to talk about sexual violence. At the 

same time, in Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Montenegro, media reports on cases 

of sexual violence reached the public. Women were starting to reach out to each other through 

social networks and feminist portals as places where stories of women and girls who have 

survived sexual violence were exchanged. Then, in the middle of January 2021, there was a 

public testimony by the actress Milena Radulović against the acting teacher, Miroslav Aleksić. 

Milena Radulović was joined by actress Iva Ilinčić and other victims who remained anonymous, 

but all with the same claim—that Miroslav Aleksić sexually abused them while they were 

underage students at his acting school. The above-mentioned accusations confirmed that, with 

the testimony of Danijela Štajnfeld, there were more and more public testimonies of women and 

girls about sexual violence, especially within educational institutions. 

    What is characteristic of the very case of Danijela Štajnfeld's testimony is that it publicly 

showed us how the institutions of the Republic of Serbia do not respect the dignity and autonomy 

of women when they talk about sexual violence. Due to the lack of legal protection, although 

Danijela Štajnfeld decided not to name the rapist and not to initiate legal proceedings, the 

Prosecutor's Office initiated an ex officio investigation against her decision. Danijela Štajnfeld 
                                                             
12 All of the information in the text may be found in greater detail: Damnjanović Mina “Two cases of sexual 

violence visible in Serbia”, (2021),  Available at http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-

of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf; or summarized at http://www.verujemti.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/Institutional-media-and-public-frameworks-of-rape-denial-–-the-Danijela-Stajnfeld-

case.pdf, accessed at 12. 12. 2021., 5:00 p.m. 

http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf
http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf
http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Institutional-media-and-public-frameworks-of-rape-denial-–-the-Danijela-Stajnfeld-case.pdf
http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Institutional-media-and-public-frameworks-of-rape-denial-–-the-Danijela-Stajnfeld-case.pdf
http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Institutional-media-and-public-frameworks-of-rape-denial-–-the-Danijela-Stajnfeld-case.pdf
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remained silent until she learned that the person who raped her could take over the students of 

the accused acting professor, Miroslav Aleksić. In order to prevent that, on March 22, 2021, 

Danijela Štajnfeld named Branislav Lečić as her rapist, a Serbian actor and an important political 

figure in the Democratic Party in the Republic of Serbia. The criminal charges against Branislav 

Lečić were in the pre-investigation phase of the procedure until July 13, 2021, when the Higher 

Public Prosecutor's Office decided not to initiate the procedure. A little less than a month later, 

on August 3, 2021, the Appellate Prosecutor's Office confirmed the decision of the Higher Public 

Prosecutor's Office. 

 Note: The analysis of the media content related to the case of Danijela Štajnfeld's 

testimony will be limited to the time period from the naming of Branislav Lečić as the rapist to 

the moment of the Prosecution's decision. 

 Second case: Trafficking of women and children for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation, accusation against Dragan Marković Palma13 

            On April 19, 2021, Marinika Tepić, a member of the opposition party, accused a member 

of the National Assembly of Serbia and the party leader of United Serbia, Dragan Marković 

Palma, of long-term sexual exploitation of women and girls. The characteristic of this case is the 

creation of a hostile political atmosphere, such that victims could not be safe enough to testify 

about sexual exploitation. 

            Note: From April 2021 to July 13 2021, when the sample was collected for analysis, the 

pre-investigation phase of the procedure was still ongoing. In the meantime, the Higher Public 

Prosecutor's Office in Kraljevo, on August 27, 2021, made an identical decision to the Higher 

Public Prosecutor's Office regarding the case of Danijela Štajnfeld's testimony, stating that there 

are no elements to initiate an investigation against Dragan Marković Palma. 

                                                             
13 All of the information in the text may be found in greater detail: Damnjanović Mina “Two cases of sexual 

violence visible in Serbia”, (2021),  Available at http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-

of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf; or summarized at  http://www.verujemti.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/12/Case-of-sexual-exploitation-and-trafficking-of-women-and-underage-girls-.pdf, accessed 

at 12. 12. 2021., 5:00 p.m. 

 

http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf
http://www.verujemti.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Two-cases-of-sexual-violence-visible-in-Serbia-dossier.pdf
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            What both cases have in common is that they demonstrate either the unwillingness or 

unwillingness of state institutions to respond in cases of sexual violence and exploitation, 

particularly when important political figures are accused, which constitutes an act of establishing 

state institutions directly against women. 

    On the other hand, after sexual violence and exploitation finally entered the sphere of public 

speech in the Republic of Serbia and the Balkan region, we must keep in mind one positive fact: 

that the return to the previous state is no longer possible. These testimonies have eroded the rigid 

structures of patriarchal institutions and the men-owned media. It is our feminist duty to 

contribute to the further spread of voices about sexual violence and exploitation, through actions, 

writing, researching, and public speaking on these topics. 
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   A sample and research methodology 

 

 Time frame: In the case of the testimony of Danijela tajnfeld, the sample for analysis 

was collected from March 22, 2021, to July 15, 2021; and in the case of potential trafficking of 

women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation in Jagodina, from April 19, 2021, to July 

15, 2021. 

 The sample includes every fifth media article published on the following media portals: 

 

 

    Source: Gemius website 

 

 The selection of the sample took into account the relevance and visibility of media portals 

in Serbia, so the sample is limited to the ten most visited media portals, according to public 

information for June 202114, available on the Gemius website.15 

 In determining the sampling frame, direct random sampling was used, by taking into 

account every fifth media article available in the archives of the mentioned portals, and by 

                                                             
14 In relation to the 4 months included in the analysis (March, April, May, June, and July 2021), the month of June 

was chosen at random, for the purposes of providing continuity of the sample and the simplicity of the methodology. 
15 Data available at: https://rating.gemius.com/rs/tree/32, accessed 16 August 2021. 
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searching the archive using keywords, for the first case, "Danijela Štajnfeld"; and for the second 

case, "Dragan Marković Palma". 

 The reason for limiting the sample to the 10 most visible media portals in the Republic of 

Serbia is twofold: 

 1. Methodological limitation - during the determination of the sample for analysis, due 

to the volume and opacity of the material that could enter the sample of such research it was 

necessary to set certain quantitative limitations.     

 2. Explanatory advantage - the selection of the ten most visited media portals within the 

Republic of Serbia enables a sampling framework such as to limit the analysis to those media 

contents that reached the largest number of recipients. In this sense, the obtained results can 

potentially be useful for future research concerning the influence of the media on the formation 

of beliefs in recipients. 
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   (I) The case of Danijela Štajnfeld’s testimony 

 

                 A sample and research indicators 

 

 Note: When categorizing the sample, it should be borne in mind that the archives of 

media portals differ in the quantity of published media reports, as well as that the search quality 

of the archives differs from portal to portal. Although a uniform search and sampling method 

were used for each of these media portals, with every fifth media report items available on the 

portal during the search for "Danijela Štajnfeld", the number of media reports included in the 

research sample will not be the same for each of the media portals. 

 1. Media portal Blic 

 A total of 19 media reports were obtained from the Blic media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 Note: During the search of the archives of the media portal Blic, 23 media reports were 

initially collected, 4 of which were excluded from the sample by the decision of the researcher. 

The reason for excluding 4 media reports from the sample is of a substantive nature. None of the 

excluded media reports in its text, headline or photo/video had any points of contact with the 

case of Danijela Štajnfeld’s testimony. 

 2. Media portal Mondo 

 A total of 36 media reports were obtained from the Mondo media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 3. Media portal Kurir 

 A total of 54 media reports were obtained from the Kurir media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 Note: During the search of the archives of the media portal Kurir, 73 media reports were 

initially collected, of which 19 were excluded from the sample by the decision of the researcher. 
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The reason for excluding 19 media reports from the sample is the same as in the case of the 

media portal Blic. 

 4. Media portal Telegraf 

 A total of 10 media reports were obtained from the Telegraf media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 5. Media portal Alo 

 A total of 10 media reports were obtained from the Alo media portal archives and 

included in the study sample.     

 6. Media portal Novosti 

 A total of 28 media reports were obtained from the Novosti media portal archives and 

included in the study sample.     

 7. Media portal Nova 

 A total of 27 media reports were obtained from the Nova media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 8. Media portal N1 

 A total of 3 media reports were obtained from the N1 media portal archives and included 

in the study sample. 

 9. Media portal Srbija danas 

 A total of 42 media reports were obtained from the Srbija danas media portal archives 

and included in the study sample. 
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 10. Media portal Objektiv 

    A total of 5 media reports were obtained from the Objektiv media portal archives and included 

in the study sample. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

    The indicators were modified and taken from the group of "Journalists against Violence 

against Women".16 The indicators used in the research are as follows: 

- Does the media report provide details of the life about the victim/perpetrator or 

statements of the interlocutor that are irrelevant to the act of violence? 

- Did the media report use sensationalist or stereotypical terms for survivor/victim, or 

perpetrator? 

- Does the media report express distrust in the victim’s testimony, or does the media report 

deny her claims? 

- Does the media report shift responsibility for the violence from the perpetrator to the 

victim/survivor? 

- Has the title/ announcement of the media report violated any of the above indicators? 

- Have photographs/videos depicting violence in an inadequate and stereotypical manner 

been published in the media report? 

- Does the media report clearly indicate that violence against women is a social problem caused by 

uneven power relations between men and women (does the media report serve an 

educational purpose)? 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
16 “Analysis of media releases on the problem of violence against women”, group Journalists against violence   

against women available at https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/womens_empowerment/analiza-

medijskog-izvestavanja-2019.html, accessed 03. 03. 2021. at 19: 00h. 

 

https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/womens_empowerment/analiza-medijskog-izvestavanja-2019.html
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/womens_empowerment/analiza-medijskog-izvestavanja-2019.html
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                   Research results 

  

 Does the media report provide details about the life of the victim/perpetrator or 

statements of the interlocutor that are irrelevant to the act of violence?   

 In the chart below, “TNMR” indicates the total number of media reports on the given 

media portal. 

 “ID” means media reports that contain irrelevant details, i.e. details about the life of the 

victim/perpetrator or statements of the interlocutor that are not relevant to the act of violence. 

 “NID” means media reports that do not contain details that are irrelevant to the act of 

violence. 

 The percentage of media reports, which appears next to the names of media portals, refers 

to media reports that contain irrelevant details. 

    

 

 A total of 53% (127 out of 234) of media reports contain details about the life of the 

victim/ perpetrator or statements of the interlocutor that are irrelevant to the act of violence. 
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 Did the media report use sensationalist or stereotypical terms for the 

survivor/victim, or the perpetrator? 

 In the chart below, “TNMR” indicates the total number of media reports on the media 

portal. 

 “ST” means media reports that contain sensationalist or stereotypical terms about the 

survivor/victim and/or the perpetrator. 

 “NST” means media reports that do not contain sensationalist terms. 

 The percentage of media reports, which appears next to the names of media portals, refers 

to the media reports that contain sensationalist or stereotypical expressions about the 

survivor/victim and/or the perpetrator. 

 

 A total of 34% (79 out of 234) of media reports contain sensationalist or stereotypical 

expressions about the survivor/victim and/or perpetrator. 
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 Does the media report express distrust in the victim’s testimony, or does the media 

report deny her claims? 

 In the chart below, “TNMR” indicates the total number of media reports on the media 

portal. 

 “DD”(distrust/denial) means media reports that express distrust in the victim’s testimony 

or the media reports that deny her claims. 

 “NDD” means media reports that do not express distrust in the victim’s testimony or the 

media reports that does not deny her claims. 

 The percentage of media reports, which appears next to the names of media portals, refers 

to the media reports that express distrust in the victim’s testimony or the media reports that deny 

her claims. 

 

 

 Within a total of 44% (102 out of 234) of media reports, there is expressed distrust in the 

victim’s testimony or her claims had been denied.  
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 Has the title/announcement of the media report violated any of the above 

indicators? 

 In the chart below, “TNMR” indicates the total number of media reports on the media 

portal. 

 "VI" means media reports whose title/announcement violates any of the above indicators. 

 "NVI" means media reports whose title/announcement does not violate the 

aforementioned indicators. 

 The percentage of media reports, which appears next to the names of media portals, refers 

to the media reports whose title/announcement have violated any of the previously mentioned 

indicators. 

 

 

 There is a total of 73% (171 out of 234) media reports whose title/announcement violated 

some of the aforementioned indicators. 
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 Are there photos/videos published in the media report that show violence against 

women in an inadequate and stereotypical way? 

 In the chart below, “TNMR” indicates the total number of media reports on the media 

portal. 

 “IPV” means media reports that contain published photographs/videos that portray 

violence in an inadequate and stereotypical manner. 

 “NIPV” means media reports that does not contain published photographs/videos that 

depict violence in an inadequate and stereotypical manner. 

 The percentage of media reports, which appears next to the names of media portals, refers 

to the media reports that contain published photos/videos that show violence in an inadequate 

and stereotypical way. 

 

 A total of 58% (136 of 234) media reports contains published photographs/videos 

depicting violence against women in an inadequate and stereotypical manner. 
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 Does the media report shift responsibility for the violence from the perpetrator to 

the survivor (or to external circumstances)? 

 Out of 234 media reports, only within 3 media reports the responsibility for the 

committed violence is transferred from the perpetrator to the survivor (media portal Mondo 2 out 

of 36 media reports and media portal Srbija danas 1 out of 42 media reports). Thus, 1.3% of 

media reports on all media portals are media reports in which the responsibility for the 

committed sexual violence is transferred from the perpetrator to the survivor. 

 Does the media report clearly indicate that violence against women is a social 

problem caused by uneven power relations between men and women (does the media 

report serve an educational purpose)? 

 Out of 234 media reports, only within 4 media reports it is clear that violence against 

women is a social problem based on unequal power relations between men and women (media 

portal Kurir 1 out of 42 media reports; media portal Nova 2 out of 27 media reports; media portal 

Telegraph 1 out of 10 media reports). Thus, 1.7% of news on all media portals are media reports 

that explain violence against women as a social problem based on unequal power relations 

between men and women. 
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    Analysis of the results 

 

 Note: The social mechanisms underlying oppression of women within patriarchy will be 

linked to the study results to enable classification and labelling of the obtained results. It is 

important to emphasize that each of these mechanisms can cause retarumatization of women and 

girls who have survived sexual violence or some other form of male violence. 

 (I) Relativization of sexual violence 

 The relativization of sexual violence is a mechanism by which the seriousness of the 

crime of sexual violence is reduced and/or completely annulled. This mechanism involves the 

use of speech that primarily names sexual violence as a trivial social phenomenon. Relativization 

can often involve the use of speech that equates sexual violence with "love affairs," "seduction 

games," and the like. In this way, violence is trivialized and at the same time shifted from the 

political sphere to the sphere of private disagreements. Relativization can go hand in hand with 

the romanticization of violence, when violence is presented as an expression of love or a 

consequence of jealousy, and not as an expression of the need to establish control and power 

relation.17 Understanding the patriarchal mechanism of relativization of sexual violence can help 

in naming the fact that in the case of Danijela Štajnfeld's testimony, as many as 53% of media 

reports unravel the victim's life or cite statements which are irrelevant to the act of violence. 

When it comes to sources of information this means that 53% of media reports contain: 

- Publication of unofficial information that has not been verified from at least two 

independent sources; 

-  Statements of interlocutors who are ideologically on the side of the perpetrator; 

-  Statements of people who are close to the abuser and who share their positive 

experiences from the relationship with the abuser; 

                                                             
17 "Guidelines for Media Reporting on Violence against Women", (2020), Group of Journalists Against Violence, 

Available at: https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-

prema-enama.html, accessed on September 5, 2021 at 5:24 p.m. 

https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
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-  Information on the life of the victim/survivor and/or perpetrator obtained from social 

networks18 

 The described reporting method successfully reduces the crime of sexual violence to the 

problem of personal conflict between the perpetrator and the survivor. This "backwards" justifies 

taking statements from various interlocutors that are irrelevant to understanding sexual violence, 

as well as transmitting unofficial and unverified information. The absence of public 

condemnation and sanctioning of this method of media reporting usually indicates that the 

relativization of the gravity of the crime of sexual violence has already been done successfully. 

  (II) Renaming the act of violence, victim/survivor and/or perpetrator 

 Because the theoretical introduction to the research includes more writing about the 

power of naming within patriarchy, the renaming mechanism will be narrowly defined as a 

mechanism that implies the use of specific terms for violence, victim/survivor, and/or perpetrator 

in order to distort perception of who is the victim and who is the perpetrator. According to the 

study's findings, sensationalist or stereotyped phrases for violence, survivor/victim, and/or 

perpetrator were employed in 34% of media coverage across all media sites. For example, 

phrases like "real victim" have been used, implying that Danijela Štajnfeld or any other woman 

who is not always sobbing, scared, or suffering from evident physical consequences of abuse is 

not a victim/survivor of violence. This is not always the case, especially when it comes to 

psychological, economic, or sexual abuse, which means that the media perpetuates the illusion 

that all women react to violence in the same manner.19 Other stereotyped and inadequate 

terminology were also used to reinforce the misconception that women who testify about 

surviving sexual violence do so for the benefit and/or attention of the court. As a result, the 

victim is renamed a "liar," the perpetrator is renamed a "good man," and violence is renamed 

"marketing trickery," a "set-up," a "scandal," and so on. These examples show the use of naming 

                                                             
18 The meaning of the term “irrelevant” within the first research indicator was determined through the list of media 

reporting characteristics, which has been modified in this paper and can be found in its entirety in the “Guidelines 

for Media Reporting on Violence Against Women” written by the Journalists Against Violence group. (2020). 

Available at : https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-

prema-enama.html, accessed 06 September 2021 at 12:00 p.m. 
19 Ibid. 

https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
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that erases the demarcation line between rape (any sexual act without consent) and sex 

(voluntary sexual act between two people). 

 Naming as a mechanism serves two purposes. The first includes shaping the self-

perception and understanding of violence of women survivors of sexual violence. As a result, 

women frequently struggle to recognise and understand their experiences with violence as such. 

The second purpose is to silence women who identify and interpret their experience of violence 

as violence. In this instance, there is a risk that their testimony will be socially degraded (as a 

"set-up for a nice guy," "defamation," "lie," and similar), so women frequently make the 

reasonable decision not to publicly label their experience of violence as male violence. 

 (III) Falsification of experience 

 Falsifying one's experience is a mechanism that includes denying the truth of sexual 

assault. Denial or skepticism of the victim/survivor's testimony is frequently justified by using 

the presumption of innocence. As stated in Article 34, paragraph 3 of the Constitution, 

"Everyone is presumed innocent of a crime until their guilt is established by a final court 

decision."20 The media loses sight of the fact that just because the violence was not proven and 

the offender was not convicted, it does not mean that violence did not happen. This is especially 

relevant in situations of sexual assault, which are more difficult to prove.21 According to the 

“Guidelines for Media Reporting on Violence against Women” of the Journalists Against 

Violence group: “Especially in situations of sexual violence, it should always be borne in mind 

that sexual violence is any sexual act committed against a person without her consent; therefore, 

one should avoid requesting proof of the use of force because it is not necessary for sexual 

assault and thereby relativizes cases of sexual violence, where one of the most common reactions 

is freezing, an involuntary body's defense mechanism.”2223 

                                                             
20 Criminal Code, Republic of Serbia, Available at 

https://www.mpravde.gov.rs/files/Criminal%20%20%20Code_2019.pdf, accessed on 12. 12. 2021. at 2:50 p.m. 
21 “Guidelines for Media Reporting on Violence against Women”, (2020), Journalists Against Violence Group, 

Available at: : https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-

prema-enama.html, accessed 08. 09. 2021. at 6:15 p.m. 
22 Ibid. 
23 For more on the neurobiology of rape trauma, see: Mlađenović, Lepa, Emotions change the work of the brain: a 

feminist approach to the neurobiology of rape trauma, (Network of Women Against Violence, 2021). 

https://www.mpravde.gov.rs/files/Criminal%20%20%20Code_2019.pdf
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
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 In her essay "Social Mechanisms of Racism," Lepa Mlađenović refers to the mechanism 

of falsification of experience as a tool of disguising reality or distorting facts.24 In the context of 

reality masking as a form of manipulation, which entails the ongoing fabrication of statements 

intended to lower the value of a victim's testimony, it is understandable why 44% of all media 

reports dispute Danijela Štajnfeld's claims about surviving rape. There are media reports among 

this 44% that portray Danijela Štajnfeld as a woman who exploits fake claims of surviving rape 

for her personal benefit, making her a threat to all the innocent men, traditional family, and/or 

society. It is critical to understand that fabricating a woman's experience in the media can easly 

cause confusion, self-examination, and retraumatization in victims who are frequently met with 

skeptical reactions. 

 (IV) Transfer and/or erasure of responsibility 

 Transferring and/or erasing responsibility is a mechanism that is utilized only after 

violence has been recognized. When an act of violence is justified by external events or variables 

outside the perpetrator's control, responsibility is absolved. For example, sexual violence is 

frequently portrayed as men's inability to control their instincts, regardless of the fact that 

violence has nothing to do with "natural" instincts and everything to do with the establishment of 

a power and control relationship.25 The transfer of blame, on the other hand, entails moving 

accountability for the perpetrated violence from the offender to the victim/survivor. This 

mechanism is most often embodied in cases of sexual violence as the myth that a woman can 

"cause" sexual violence. The result of such a belief is a re-examination of the victim's behavior 

that could have "encouraged" the perpetrator, such as a re-examination of what the 

victim/survivor was wearing, whether she was alone with the perpetrator, or whether she was 

under the influence of alcohol or other substances. 

 When seen in isolation, it is likely to conclude that it is encouraging that only 1.3 % of all 

media reports are media reports in which the perpetrator's responsibility for the committed 

violence is shifted to the victim/survivor. However, we must also keep in mind that 44% of 

                                                             
24 Mlađenović, Lepa, "Social mechanisms of racism", (unpublished text). 
25 “Guidelines for Media Reporting on Violence against Women”, (2020), Journalists Against Violence Group, 

Available at: : https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-

prema-enama.html, accessed 08. 09. 2021. at 6:15 p.m. 

https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
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media coverage across all media portals exhibit disbelief in the victim's testimony. In the context 

of Danijela Štajnfeld's testimony, this means that the predominant falsification of experience in 

the media has resulted in the fact that the mechanism of shifting responsibility cannot be used 

simultaneously and without contradiction. In other words, when 102 out of 234 media 

publications deny the existence of sexual assault, it cannot be argued that there is responsibility 

for an act that "did not happen." With this in mind, it should be underlined that this result does 

not demonstrate responsible media behavior, but rather the use of one method against the 

victim/survivor rather than another. 

 (V) Creating an ideal victim profile 

 The mechanism of creating an ideal victim profile can be done through the use of media 

text, illustrations, images, and/or videos. Due to mechanism overlap, the development of an ideal 

or "real" victim was also discussed in the section naming mechanism, and then it was specified 

how the profile of the ideal victim of violence is constructed in writing. Given that 136 out of 

234 (58%) media reports provided images or videos showing violence in inadequate and 

stereotyped ways, the emphasis in this section will be on illustrations, images, and/or videos. 

 Images or videos showing simulations of violence (e.g., a woman kneeling in a corner, a 

man standing over her with a fist/knife raised) create a profile of a survivor/victim who is always 

visibly injured, which reduces awareness of psychological, sexual, and economic violence.26 

 Creating an ideal victim profile in the media can often result in the inability to recognize 

the violence experienced by women, as most women cannot identify with the construction of a 

"real victim." 

 In the case of Danijela Štajnfeld's testimony, it is important to note that the use of 

photography within the media report, in addition to inadequate illustrations, included the 

manipulation of photographs of Danijela Štajnfeld and Branislav Lečić, so that they visually 

connect the survivor and the perpetrator. The described photos do not have the function of 

creating images of the "ideal victim". On the contrary, their purpose is to differentiate Danijela 

Štajnfeld from the "real, ideal victim" who is deserving of public support. 

                                                             
26 Ibid. 
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 (VI) The imposition of normality measures  

 The measure of normality in every society has always been established by one class: in 

the context of patriarchal mechanisms of oppression of women, men are the ones who, as a class, 

have more social power.27 Imposing normality measures entails the reinforcement of the 

patriarchal perspective of what is acceptable in society. For example, patriarchally, sexual 

violence is considered a normal ("natural") expression of male sexuality.The mechanism of 

imposing normalcy measures through the media can be manifested through explicit transmission 

of ideas (media reports justifying rape, reports alleging that women lie about surviving sexual 

violence, and so forth.), as well as through censorship and/or ignoring speech that opposes 

patriarchal concepts of normalcy. Ignoring and/or suppressing women's talk on sexual violence 

in the case of Danijela Štajnfeld's testimony is significant given that, out of 234 media reports, 

only 4 media reports make it obvious that violence against women is a social problem based on 

uneven power relations between men and women. 

 This means that only 1.7% of media reports address the characteristics of violence in the 

context of uneven power relationship. As a result, women who have survived some sort of male 

violence (particularly sexual violence) may believe that their experience is unusual and that 

something has to be wrong with them individually. As a result, women survivors of male 

violence stay isolated, making it difficult for them to access supportive organizations, connect 

with other women, escape abuse, and heal from trauma. 

  (VII) Disparaging 

 Disparaging is frequently done in an instrumental way, by sacrificing respect for women 

and neglecting the gravity of the problem of sexual violence for the purpose of sensationalist 

achievement of media content visibility. This sort of mechanism is most commonly found in the 

headlines of media reports, as is the case with reporting on Danijela Štajnfeld's testimony, where 

73% of all media reports are publications whose titles violated some of the previously given 

research indicators. 

                                                             
27 Mlađenović, Lepa, "Social mechanisms of racism", (unpublished text). 
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 The headlines of media articles are the most visible, and they are frequently the only 

thing that the audience reads. Even when the text is allright, the title may be inappropriate.28 

 One of the most obvious issues in the way the Serbian media reports on violence against 

women is the use of sensationalist headlines. While it is vital to bring attention to violence 

against women, it is also crucial to remember that the crime of violence against women, 

particularly sexual assault, should not be treated as entertainment. To provoke a shock reaction 

from readers, sensationalist headlines frequently stress the "unusualness" of violence against 

women, particularly sexual violence, and the perpetrators are characterized as "monsters" outside 

of everyday society. This mechanism reinforces the myth of women's overall security within 

patriarchal society, which isolates women who survived violence (most commonly sexual abuse) 

as "abnormal individuals,"using the question - what did they do to end up in an "unusual" 

scenario of male violence against women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

28 “Guidelines for media reporting on violence against women”, (2019), Group Journalists Against Violence, 

Available at: : https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-

prema-enama.html, accessed on September 8, 2021 at 6:15 p.m. 

 

https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/smernice-za-medijsko-izvetavanje-o-nasilju-prema-enama.html
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(II) Trafficking of women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation: 

accusation against Dragan Marković Palma 

 

    A sample and research indicators 

 

 Note: The same method has been used to collect sample as in the case of Danijela 

Šajnfeld's testimony; for each of the mentioned media portals, a uniform method of search and 

sampling has been used. Every fifth media report available on the portal during the portal's 

search for "Dragan Markovi Palma" is taken into account. 

 1. Media portal Blic 

 A total of 6 media reports were obtained from the Blic media portal archives and included 

in the study sample. 

 2. Media portal Mondo 

 A total of 4 media reports were obtained from the Mondo media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 3. Media portal Kurir 

 A total of 2 media reports were obtained from the Kurir media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 4. Media portal Telegraf 

 A total of 3 media reports were obtained from the Telegraf media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 5. Media portal Alo 

 A total of 3 media reports were obtained from the Alo media portal archives and included 

in the study sample. 

 6. Media portal Novosti 



30 
 

 A total of 5 media reports were obtained from the Novosti media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 Note: During the search of the archives of the Novosti media portal, 7 media reports were 

initially collected, two of which were excluded from the sample by the researcher's decision, 

since they did not concern the case of potential trafficking of women and girls for sexual 

exploitation. 

 7. Media portal Nova 

 A total of 36 media reports were obtained from the Nova media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 Note: During the search of the archives of the media portal Nova, 38 media reports were 

initially collected, two of which were excluded from the sample by the researcher's decision, 

since they did not concern the case of potential trafficking of women and girls for sexual 

exploitation. 

 8. Media portal N1 

 A total of 2 media reports were obtained from the N1 media portal archives and included 

in the study sample. 

 9. Media portal Srbija danas 

 A total of 4 media reports were obtained from the Srbija danas media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 

 Note: While searching the archives of the Srbija danas media portal, 5 media reports were 

initially collected, one of which was excluded from the sample by the researcher's decision, since 

it did not concern the case of potential trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation. 

 10. Media portal Objektiv 

 A total of 3 media reports were obtained from the Objektiv media portal archives and 

included in the study sample. 
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 Note (1): Due to the complex characteristics of the problem of trafficking of women and 

children for sexual exploitation, the indicators used in first case will not be extended to this 

section of the research. Because these are two distinct offences that are defined differently in the 

Criminal Code and that the public and the media frequently approach differently, the study 

strategy will be different as well. The first phase of the study will reveal which 

terms/descriptions were used by the media to refer to trafficking of women and girls for sexual 

exploitation. The second half of the research will reveal the percentage of media reports that 

politicize (subordinate to party conflicts) the case of possible trafficking of women and children 

for sexual exploitation. 

 Note (2): Despite the fact that the identical sampling method was used in both the case of 

Danijela Štajnfeld's testimony and the accusations against Dragan Marković Palma, the total 

number of reports included in the study varied by more than threefold: Danjiela Štajnfeld was 

mentioned in 234 media publications, whereas the total number of media articles available 

during the search for "Dragan Marković Palma" was just 67. The drastically disproportionate 

number of obtained media reports indicates that there is a difference in the media's treatment of a 

woman's testimony about surviving sexual violence and an accused man's testimony regarding 

his inocence (especially one with more social and political power). 
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    Research results 

 

 Note: Within a single media report, several different terms/descriptions may be used to 

refer to trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation. 

 Media portal Blic 

 The following terms/descriptions were used to refer to trafficking of women and girls for 

sexual exploitation in 7 media reports from the media portal Blic:  

- “Pimping of girls/minors” is a term found in 6 media reports; 

- "Parties attended by girls" is a description found in 3 media reports; 

- "Victims of sexual violence" is a term found in one media report; 

- "Underage girls brought in to entertain guests at parties" is a description found in one 

media report; 

- "Organized prostitution and pedophilia" is a term found in one media report. 

 Media portal Mondo 

  “Pimping of women and minors/girls” is the term found in all 4 media reports on Mondo 

media portal. 

 Media portal Kurir 

 Both of the two media reports on the Kurir media portal constitute the sole transmission 

of Dragan Marković Palma's statements: 

 - One statement does not refer to trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation; 

 - In one media report, trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation is referred to by the demonstrative pronoun "that". 

 Media portal Telegraf 

 “Pimping of women and minors/girls” is the term found in all 3 media reports on 

Telegraf media portal. 
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 Media portal Alo 

 Out of two media reports from the media portal Alo, one contained the term "pimping of 

women and girls," while the other did not use terms/descriptions that would refer to trafficking 

of women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation, but rather used different forms of 

negation, such as the description "imaginary vulnerability of girls and women, alleged victims," 

despite the fact that the act that is denied was not previously named. 

 Media portal Novosti 

 Out of 5 media reports on the media portal Novosti: 

- One media report used demonstrative pronouns to refer to the trafficking of women and 

girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation; 

- Two media reports conveyed the negative views of Dragan Marković Palma in relation to 

the opposition party, without naming trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of 

sexual exploitation; 

- One media report used negations such as “imaginary vulnerability of girls and women, 

alleged victims” without naming the procedure being denied; 

- One media report included the term "pimping of women and girls." 

 Media portal Nova 

 Within 36 media reports taken from the Nova media portal, the following 

terms/descriptions were used to refer to trafficking of women and girls for the purposes of sexual 

exploitation: 

-  “Pimping of women and girls/minors” is a term found in the 21 media report; 

- “Organized pedophilia and/or prostitution” is a term found in 7 media reports; 

- “Hideous acts” is a term found in 2 media reports; 

- “Bunga-bunga party” is a term found in 2 media reports; 

 The following terms were found in one media report each: 

- "Girls for fun", 

- "Parties where minors were allegedly exploited", 
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- "Pedophilia of high state officials", 

- "Vulgarity and public prostitution", 

- "Dirty private parties", 

- "Affair", 

- "Mingling", 

- "Human trafficking". 

 Media portal N1 

 The statements of Dragan Marković Palma, who does not refer to trafficking of women 

and girls for the purposes of sexual exploitation, are transmitted within one media report from 

the media portal N1, while the term "pimping of women and girls/minors" was used inside the 

second report. 

 Media portal Srbija danas 

 There was no reference to trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation in two of the four media reports on the media portal Srbija danas, while "pimping of 

women and girls/minors" was a term found in the other two media reports. 

 Media portal Objektiv  

 Each of the three media reports on the Objektiv media portal represents the transmission 

of statements by Dragan Marković Palma, who does not refer to the trafficking of women and 

girls for sexual exploitation. 
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 How did the media name trafficking in women and girls for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation? 

 Out of a total of 67 media reports on the ten most visible media portals in the 

Republic of Serbia, the following terms/descriptions were used to refer to trafficking in 

women and girls for the purposes of sexual exploitation: 

- "Pimping of women and girls/minors" is a term found in 39 media reports; 

- "Parties attended by girls" is a description found in 3 media reports; 

- "Victims of sexual violence" is a term found in one media report; 

- "Underage girls brought to entertain guests at parties" is a description found in one media 

report; 

- “Imaginary vulnerability of girls and women, alleged victims” is a term found in 2 media 

reports; 

- “Organized pedophilia and/or prostitution” is a term found in 16 media reports; 

- “Hideous acts” is a term found in 2 media reports; 

- Demonstrative pronouns referring to trafficking in women and girls for the purpose of 

sexual exploitation were found in 4 media reports; 

- “Bunga bunga party” is a term found in 2 media reports; 

 The following terms were found in one media report each: 

- "Girls for fun" 

- "Parties where minors were allegedly exploited" 

- "Vulgarity and public prostitution" 

- "Dirty private parties" 

- "Affair" 

- "Mingling" 

- "Human trafficking". 

 Within 11 media reports, trafficking in women and girls for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation was not named. 
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 Analysis of the results: the problem of naming trafficking of women  and girls 

for the purposes of sexual exploitation 

 

 Media naming of trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation will be discussed, 

beginning with the term "pimping of girls/minors" found in 39 out of 67 media reports, 

accounting for 58% of all the terminology used to refer to trafficking of women and girls for 

sexual exploitation. 

 (a) Renaming trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation to 

"pimping of girls/minors" is doubly inadequate. By using the term "trafficking of women and 

girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation", guilt and responsibility are recognized in a person 

accused of human trafficking. On the other hand, the term "pimping" implies a division of 

responsibilities between the pimp and the person who is being pimped. Sharing responsibility is 

especially problematic when it comes to underage girls, because it is the case when a minor, who 

is legally unable to give consent, is implied to have given consent to sexual exploitation. Another 

problematic aspect of using the term "pimping" is reflected in the wrong categorization and 

gradation of the crime. In the Criminal Code, the trafficking of human beings is categorized as a 

crime against humanity and other goods protected by international law and is defined in Article 

388: 

 “(1) Whoever by force or threat, deception or maintaining deception, abuse of authority, 

trust, dependency relationship, difficult circumstances of another, retaining identity papers or by 

giving or accepting money or other benefit, recruits, transports, transfers, sells, buys, acts as 

intermediary in sale, hides or holds another person with intent to exploit such person’s labour, 

forced labour, commission of offences, prostitution, mendacity, pornography, removal of organs 

or body parts or service in armed conflicts, shall be punished with imprisonment of three to 

twelve years.”29 

 While, when it comes to trafficking of minors: 

                                                             
29 Criminal Code, Republic of Serbia, Available at 

https://www.mpravde.gov.rs/files/Criminal%20%20%20Code_2019.pdf, accessed on 12. 12. 2021. at 2:50 p.m. 

https://www.mpravde.gov.rs/files/Criminal%20%20%20Code_2019.pdf
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 "(2) When the offence specified in paragraph 1 of this Article is committed against a 

minor, the offender shall be punished by the penalty prescribed for that offence even if there was 

no use of force, threat or any of the other mentioned methods of perpetration.”30 

 In contrast, pimping is a criminal offense which is categorized as a criminal offense 

against sexual freedom and defined by Article 183: 

 “(1) Whoever pimps a minor for sexual intercourse or an equal act or other sexual act, 

shall be punished with imprisonment from one to eight years and fine.”31 

 As a result, when the term "pimping" is used, uncertainties about the nature and 

seriousness of the crime may be raised, as well as the potential to relativize the crime in public. 

The situation of human trafficking victims, who are denied free choice and do not consent to 

their own exploitation, is no longer visible. This is especially dangerous since it can lead to 

moral condemnation of the victims, which can further lead to the denial of social and 

institutional support. 

 (b) The following are descriptions for which the central term is "parties": "parties 

attended by girls"; "Underage girls who are brought to entertain guests at parties"; “Bunga bunga 

party”; "Girls for fun"; "Parties at which minors were allegedly exploited"; "Dirty private 

parties." This group of terms/descriptions makes up a total of 13% of all the terminology used to 

refer to the trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation. Reducing 

trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation to "parties" can contribute 

to relativization of the crime. 

 The term "bunga bunga party" was used in statements by Dragan Marković Palma, while 

denying allegations of trafficking of women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation. 

This is a term that is used for a sensationalist type of media reporting that belittles the gravity of 

sexual exploitation of women and girls, although the connotations of that term are "sex parties" 

in which Silvio Berlusconi, former Prime Minister of Italy, sexually exploited underage girls. 

                                                             
30 Ibid. 
31 Ibid. 
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            In the following description, "parties at which minors were allegedly exploited," 

"allegedly," stands in the function of negating this case. Given that "allegedly" in everyday 

language is used to imply the falsity of a claim, the media report should contain other linguistic 

constructions that convey the message that there is no decision by the judicial system regarding 

the veracity of a claim. 

 Another term that should be given special attention due to its specifics is the term "dirty 

private parties." In the context of talking about sexual exploitation, it is especially risky to use 

pejorative constructions. In this case, the act that is "dirty," meaning worthy of moral or social 

condemnation, is not clearly defined as an act of trafficking of women and girls for the purpose 

of sexual exploitation, which may lead to the extension of moral condemnation to the victims. 

 (c) This is a group of terms that are also commonly used to deny or relativize the case or 

belittle the victims: "imaginary vulnerability of girls—women, alleged victims," "heinous acts," 

"vulgarity and public prostitution," "mingling," "affair." These terms make up 10% of all 

terms/descriptions used to refer to trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation. With the use of terms such as "heinous acts" and "vulgarity and public prostitution", 

social condemnation, which should be directed exclusively at the perpetrator, extends to the 

victims. The use of terms such as "affair" and "mingling" can also contribute to the relativization 

of the case, because their use masks the crime of human trafficking. Finally, description 

"imaginary vulnerability of girls—women, alleged victims" shows what explicit denial looks 

like. The violence against women and girls is called "imaginary." This is one of the common 

misogynistic strategies applied to speech about sexual violence: sexual violence is presented as a 

mythical phenomenon, something that women and girls often imagine or misinterpret. 

 (d) In 24% of media reports, the terms organized pedophilia and/or prostitution were 

found. A radical feminist understanding of the term "prostitution" implies the sexual exploitation 

of women, and the use of this term, within a radical feminist framework, implies a social 

condemnation of men who pay for the rape of women and girls.32 However, outside of radical 

feminist language, this is a term that most often refers to the understanding of prostitution as a 

“moral stumbling block” of women, often without condemning men who use women in 

                                                             
32 Moran Rachel, Paid For: My Journey Through Prostitution, (W. W. Norton Company, 2015). 
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prostitution. In this context, the media's use of the term "prostitution" to refer to the sexual 

exploitation of women and girls is problematic. In everyday speech, this is the term by which the 

burden of social condemnation is most often placed on women and girls who survive sexual 

exploitation, so that the responsibility of the perpetrator of the crime is ignored. 

 On the other hand, when it comes to the term "pedophilia", French feminists have 

recently launched a critique of the use of this term.33 The word "pedophilia" comes from the 

Greek word "pais-paido" (child or boy) and the word "philos" (love), and as such, means love for 

children. Feminist analysis suggests that replacing the term "pedophilia" with the term 

"pedocriminal" can provide a better insight into the complexity of sexual violence against 

children, which leads to an adequate fight against sexual abuse of children.34 When it comes to 

the Serbian language, it is also necessary to keep in mind the everyday pejorative meaning of the 

term "pedophilia/pedophile", and that the use of this term in the media (luckily) often has the 

function of directing social condemnation towards the perpetrator. 

 (e) A total of 6% of media reports contained demonstrative pronouns referring to the 

trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation. By using demonstrative 

pronouns, the trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation is marked as 

"that" about which it is so shameful to talk or write, that it remains unnamed. Media reports thus 

confirm the already existing social recommendation that sexual exploitation, or sexual violence 

in general, is "that" which women and girls should keep quiet about. 

            (f) A total of 16% of media reports contain speech that completely avoids naming the 

trafficking of women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation. The absence of a name 

is a convenient way to delete a committed crime. When the existence of a crime is erased from 

the social consciousness, the responsibility of the perpetrator is also successfully erased. 

 (g) One out of  67 media reports, or 1.5% of all media reports, refers to the trafficking of 

women and children for sexual exploitation as human trafficking. 

                                                             
33 Ziehl, Celeste, “Pedocriminality: Why We Should Stop Using the Word Pedophilia When Discussing Childhood” 

(2020), Available at: https://celesteziehl.medium.com/pedocriminality-why-we-should-stop-using-the-word-

pedophilia-when-discussing-childhood-sexual-5462fea90e7, accessed 17. 09. 2021. 10:00 a.m. 
34 Ibid. 

https://celesteziehl.medium.com/pedocriminality-why-we-should-stop-using-the-word-pedophilia-when-discussing-childhood-sexual-5462fea90e7
https://celesteziehl.medium.com/pedocriminality-why-we-should-stop-using-the-word-pedophilia-when-discussing-childhood-sexual-5462fea90e7
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Politicization of trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation 

 

 In the context of violence against women, the word "politicization" means the 

instrumentalization of violence against women for the purposes of political party conflicts. 

Although violence against women is a political rather than an individual issue, the politicization 

of violence against women denotes the practice of using this issue for other political purposes. 

Thus, the term's negative meaning does not suggest that the problem of violence against women 

exists outside of the political realm, but rather that violence against women is used to attain some 

other political (party) aim. 

 In the analysis of media coverage of the Group Journalists Against Violence for 2019, 

14% of media releases contained statements by politicians about the problem of violence against 

women, and more than half of these statements were politicized and represented verbal clashes 

between the government and the opposition, under the veil of protecting women from violence.35 

            "The discourse used in these statements came down to the fact that the government, i.e., 

the opposition, is the ultimate cause of violence that happens to women in Serbia, and 

condemnations of violence were pronounced only in cases when the politicians of the party 

making the statement were exposed to violence. A whole series of media announcements that 

contain this seemingly clear condemnation tone in relation to the violence to which women are 

exposed, relativizes the whole phenomenon and creates a division between women who are 

eligible for protection and those who are not, while representing men from one or the other. 

political option as the only perpetrators."36 

 In this case, there was a demand to draw a demarcation line between media reports within 

which the trafficking of women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation is politicized 

and those within which this is not the case. The cause of this difficulty lies in the fact that this is 

a case that came to light thanks to the testimony of Marinika Tepi, vice president of the 

                                                             
35 Available at: https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/womens_empowerment/analiza-medijskog-

izvestavanja-2019.html, Accessed 08.09.2021. at 6:50 p.m. 
36 Ibid. 

https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/womens_empowerment/analiza-medijskog-izvestavanja-2019.html
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/womens_empowerment/analiza-medijskog-izvestavanja-2019.html
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/womens_empowerment/analiza-medijskog-izvestavanja-2019.html,%20Accessed%2008.09.2021.%20at%206:50
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/womens_empowerment/analiza-medijskog-izvestavanja-2019.html,%20Accessed%2008.09.2021.%20at%206:50
https://www.rs.undp.org/content/serbia/sr/home/library/womens_empowerment/analiza-medijskog-izvestavanja-2019.html,%20Accessed%2008.09.2021.%20at%206:50
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opposition party, Freedom and Justice Party, and the testimony was directed against Dragan 

Marković Palma, member of the National Assembly of Serbia and the party leader of United 

Serbia. Therefore, each media report contains a statement made by a politician, either from the 

opposition party or from the government. The content evaluation criterion is therefore 

determined by the focus of the media report: if the focus of the media report is a party conflict, 

the report is characterized as a politicization of the trafficking of women and children for sexual 

exploitation, while if the report only cites the statements of politicians involved in this case, so 

that the problem of trafficking of women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation 

remains in focus, then the media report is not characterized as politicization. 
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    Research results  

  

 Is the trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual exploitation politicized 

(subordinated to party conflict) within the media report? 

 In the chart below, “TNMR” indicates the total number of media reports on the media 

portal. 

 "P" means media reports within which the trafficking of women and girls for the purpose 

of sexual exploitation is politicized. 

 “NP” means media reports within which the trafficking of women and girls for the 

purpose of sexual exploitation is not politicized. 

 The percentage of media reports, which appears next to the names of media portals, refers 

to media reports within which trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation is politicized. 

 

 A total of 46 out of 67 media reports or 69% of all media reports are reports within which 

trafficking of women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation is politicized. 
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Two cases of sexual violence in Serbia: concluding remarks and naming of the 

analyzed media reporting 

 

 In the case of Danijela tajnfeld's testimony about surviving sexual violence, the analysis 

singled out various mechanisms of oppression of women. It has been demonstrated that media 

mechanisms that promote hatred against women can take multiple forms, even mutually 

exclusive ones, emphasizing the necessity to observe and analyze them simultaneously so that 

their mutual interactions and potential effects on women's real lives can be identified. On its 

own, the fact that only 1.3 percent of media coverage shifts blame for the violence from the 

perpetrator to the victim should be interpreted as a sign of good media practice. On the contrary, 

when we consider that 44 percent of media reports transmit disputes about a victim's testimony, 

it becomes evident that this is just a strategy to avoid contradictions that would arise if the media 

claimed that the victim should be held responsible for the violence (for which they claim that it 

did not occur). With this in mind, the analysis needed to be approached holistically. The 

mechanisms discussed in the first section of the paper, in general, point to a tendency to discredit 

the victim/survivor and refute her testimony in order to achieve media, and eventually 

institutional, erasure of cases of sexual assault. 

 An analysis of the second case, i.e., Dragan Marković Palma's allegations of trafficking 

of women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation, should show how media naming 

(or lack of naming) of crimes can lead to their diminution or denial, while also fostering 

stigmatization and moral condemnation of victims of sexual exploitation. The media 

politicization of this case, present in as many as 46 out of 67 analyzed media reports, gives a 

shift of focus from the problem of trafficking of women and girls for the purpose of sexual 

exploitation to the problems of party conflicts within the Republic of Serbia. This means that 

media coverage, (as in the case of Danijela Štajnfeld's testimony) is aimed at relativizing and 

erasing the crime, but in this case there is an additional step that involves subordinating the 

problem of trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation to the problems of political 

parties' conflicts. 
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 Hate speech directed against women can take many forms, but its purpose is always to 

maintain or deepen women's subordination. If media reporting purposefully suppresses women's 

words and experiences, that is not simply unethical or, as it is sometimes referred to, "media 

freedom," but also an expression of hatred towards women. The previous analysis should have 

demonstrated that this so-called freedom is nothing more than a declaration of hatred and an 

encouragement to violence. The case of Danijela Tajnfeld's testimony, as well as the charges 

made against Dragan Markovi Palma, demonstrates how media coverage of sexual abuse and 

exploitation promotes mechanisms for silencing victims. Misogynistic media coverage of this 

nature should be explicitly labeled as such. 

 Two analyzed cases, publicly visible in the Republic of Serbia and in the Balkans, also 

point to what women have won for themselves—the possibility of publicly naming the violence. 

In order for speech on violence against women, sexual violence, and exploitation to continue to 

take place in an environment that is supportive of victims and survivors, all media practices that 

deepen hatred towards women need to be clearly named as dissemination of hatred towards 

women. When violence and hate speech against women are collectively named that way, then 

comes the understanding of the need to sanction and exclude this kind of media reporting from 

the sphere of acceptable social practices. 

  “It is impossible to Name and Act against oppression if there are no Nameable 

oppressors.”37 

 In the Republic of Serbia and the Balkan region, women regained the power that was 

taken away from them when they named violence and their abusers. Many of us have already 

done that, and a large number of women are yet to join. 

  

 

                                                             
37 Daly, Mary, Quintessence-- Realizing the Archaic Future: A Radical Elemental Feminist Manifesto, (Beacon 

Press, 1998), p. 135. 
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